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THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 


33p Concress, Ist Session. 


The list of screw steamers gives: 2 of 120 guns; 
1 of 101 guns; 5 of 90 guns; 2 of 80 guns; 8 of 50 | 
to 70 guns; 6 of 21 to 40 guns. 

' The screw steamers in course of completion | 


3 of 100 to 120 guns; 6 of 90 guns; 3 of 80 


were: 


uns; l of 50 guns. ) 
* ‘The application of the screw to the ordinary || 


ship of the line, giving her an auxiliary speed of | 
from four to seven knots, is the salient improve- | 
ment where the British have excelled the French. 
Even while we are writing, we learn that the 
Cressy, & ninety-gun ship of the Baltic fleet, was 
driven irom her moorings, and only saved from 
going ashore on the Swedish coast by her screw. 
*'Some idea of the formidable character of the 
British Navy may be obtained by a glance at the 
following force, which sailed from Spithead on the 
i]th of April last, and which constitutes only the 
frst division of the Baltic fleet: 


SCREW LINE-OF-BATTLE SHIPS. 
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remind you, too, sir, that our Navy, feeble in 
ships, arms, and men; feeble as it was in every 
| thing but character, courage, discipline, and devo- 

tion, was the first that ever dispelled the charm of 
| British invincibility upon the sea, and taught their 
country the fact—a fact whose moral power trans- 
cends all armies and navies—that in an equal con- 


flag might safely be intrusted to the Navy. 

Sir, in one hour after his official notice of the 
declaration of the war of the 18th of June, 1812, 
York, was under weigh. With his own hand be 
| fired the first gun of the war, which, ominous of 


animated our own people, and awakened a public 


abroad and enforce respect to our just pretensions 


test with any people upon earth the honor of our | 


Commodore Rodgers, with his squadron at New | 
success, struck the enemy, and the triumphs which | 
followed in quick succession not only cheered and | 


spirit of confidence and enthusiasm hitherto un- | 
. ' 
known, but did more to elevate our character 
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Ships. Guns. Men. H. Pp, || than we can now readily understand. No single 
The Duke of Wellington.......... eaedats 131 1100 780 || combat on land or sea ever produced happier re- | 
he Royal George. ...ssseeeeeeeees weeees 120 990 400 |) sults to a just cause than did the action between 
The St. Jean AACE. cee ceeecececeececes 101 900 600 {| the Constitution and Guerrier. 
The Princess ROyal.....-ecceeccscecececs 91 850 400 O smabilt sth Brita | 
See odor tunes conagech unos 80 750 400 ur inability to cope with Britain upon the sea | 
Gk MNS coukeajesas beta seSesnceks 60 600 450 had been regarded as an axiom that it was folly to 
Ts PHORM cc ccss ceewedever dasdoaneun 60 600 450 || question. it was commonly said that France built 
Se eens eR CERES Or +e \ and equipped ships and sent them to sea only to 
rie MM iicase LLL, 31330. 380. {| fall into the hands of England, and that we should 
The MORMON ocias ress 6 5Rbegetacaee cat 51 530 400 profit by her example; and hence we see that from | 
The ASrogant .oooe ccccccceee cesece sesece 47 = 360 the reduction of the Navy in 1801 to the war of 
The Dawatlests reece, 33 30 250 || 1812, during which period scarcely a day passed 
snedtihen tial. without some insolent violation of our neutral | 
Sis Canis wisiadcescun ssvaveracionnees 18 300 560 || Tights, not a single frigate was added to our Navy; 
as MN asadisek sheet saeiadecte .... 6 200 560 || and it is questionable whether it was as efficient 
The ValrOUS wescecccccesccescvccneccees 16 220 400 || as it had been in the Tripolitan war. 
Total: 17 ships—1,017 guns—9,870 men—7,570 horse- It seems that the Administration relied but 
power. little upon it in the contemplated struggle with 


I will not institute a comparison between our 
naval force and those of the maritime Powers 
of Europe. I design only to state enough to 
show that the subject is fruitful in suggestions of 
the gravest national consequence. It is not our 
interest, it has never been our policy to maintain 
an expensive naval establishment; but I submit 
to the consideration of this body, whether the 
condition of the Navy, as disclosed by the Secre- 
tary’s late report, is adequate to the wants, or con- 
sichat Gish thabobereied 


the Navy, | designed not to refer at any length to 
its ships, its ordnance, or any of its material; for 
legislation upon these points 1s not contemplated 
by the bill; but 1 came here to speak of its soul, 
its spirit, by which the service moves and has its 
being; and for these—for the men who sustain 
your flag,and represent your spirit upon the sea, 
who hold their lives in their hands whenever her 
interests or the honor of their country demand 
their sacrifice: who, from Decatur, Somers, 
Wadsworth, and Israel, to Stewart, Stockton, 


Morris, and Ingraham, have identified themselves | 


with your growth, your glory, and your great- 
ness—for these sir, in behalfor the committee, do 
I invoke your action. 


direct 


your cheering and sustaining hand. In doing so, 


then, sir, let me briefly remind you that, though | 


inseparably connected, as it is, with national char- 
acter, national rights, and even national greatness, 
disclosing, as it does, so many heroic deeds and 
memorable examples of devotion to country, it 


has received less attention from the fostering legis- | 
lation of Congress than any other branch of the | 


public service. 


Let me remind you, sir, that the gallant spirits 
who composed our Navy at the beginning of the 


rs century, curbed the barbarous princes of || 


Northern Africa, compelled them to respect our flag 
and its commerce, abolished the tribute, planted 
the stars and stripes for the first time upon a for- 
tress of the Old World, and drew from the then 
existing Pope the declaration that infant Ameri- 


) cahad done more for Christianity in one year || 
>> than Europe had done in a century. And let me || 


92 


character, of thecountry. | 
But, sir, in rising upon this occasion to speak for || 


|| Great Britain; for when war was declared, not 
only were our few ships so scattered as to be un- 





| mies’ commerce before it should have had knowl- 


ableto act promptly and vigorously against the ene- | 


edge of hostilities, but there can be little doubt | 


that it had determined to dismantle our ships and | 


retain them in port, and that this policy was only | 


|| averted by the interposition and earnest arguments 


|| and representations of two naval officers.* Happy 
|| was it for the country, sir, that this policy was 


ard dashing career upon the sea which won the 


of our forts, and suffered to rot in cowardly in- 
action, the moral power awakened by its achieve- 


| naval power, might still have remained unde- 
velo: 

Sir, some of the naval men who figured in your 
|| Tripolitan war, and in the war of 1812, still adorn 
the service, linking it with its past glories, and 
their own deeds and renown; men who, to all 
that forms the skillful, bold, and finished seamen, 
unite rare capacity and judgement, ripened, but 
unimpaired by years; men upon whose acknowl- 





atantly call in any naval emergency. 
Sir, such men make themselves the property of 


speak as justly as I can impartially of Stewart 
and of Morris, having never seen the one, and 
|| having but slight personal acquaintance with the 
|| other, and looking at our public records alone. 
| To Stewart’s personal and earnest intercession 
|| with the American Cabinet in 1812, no less than 
'to his brilliant courage and matchless coolness 
during the war—more than to any living man—do 
we, in thy judgment, owe the character which the 
| service won; and whether we regard Morris in a 
hand-to-hand struggle with the Tripolitan gun- 


by Decatur, and the first to reach the deck of the 
Philadelphia, or as the Executive officer of the 
| Constitution, who, in her memorable action with 
| the Guerrier, lashed the enemy’s ship to his own, 
|| we cannot but regard him as a man whose rare 





*Stewart and Bainbridge. 


averted; for had our ships—instead of that bold | 
|| career upon our national character. 
admiration even of their gallant foes—been igno- || 
miniously dismantled and moored under the guns || 


ments, and the vast resources of our country asa |, 


| edged ability and courage the country would in- | 
And, sir, disposed, as this body ever is, to be just, || 
nay, to be generous, I know that I have but to | 


— attention to the Navy, to secure for it || the nation; and I feel that in my place here, I can | 


boats, or as one of the forlorn hope so gallantly led | 
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merit has enabled him to carve out of every re- 
sponsibility devolved upon him, an honor for his 
country, and a leaf upon her recerds for his own 
fame. And who does not see with pleasure these 
men still maintaining their places at the head of 
their profession, performing its active duties with 
warm hearts, zealous industry, and unclouded in- 
tellects? 

In this brief mention of these gentlemen I trust 
it is unnecessary for me to disclaim any invidious 
discrimination against others. Ijcite them not 
exceptions to, but rather as types of, those gal- 
lant spirits who freely shed their blood to sustain 
the honor of the country in the war of 1812, while 
thousands of their countrymen, in security at 
home, were denouncing it. 

Sir, we cannot, at this day, review the declara- 
tion of war of 1812 without regarding it as one 
of the most heroic acts of any age. We made it 
against greater odds, infinitely greater odds, than 
opposed Napoleon when Europe was arrayed in 
arms against him; when our foe had annihilated 
his gigantic navies; when Duncanat Camperdown; 
Howe on the Ist of June, 1794; Nelson at the 
Nile; Cochran in Basque Roads; Parker at Copen- 
hagen, and Nelson again at Trafalgar, had filled 
the world with Britain’s fame, and united its belief 
in her invincibility. The naval flags of Europe 
were at her feet; she emphatically ‘“‘ruled the 
waves,’’ and her post captains were the high con- 
stables of the deep. Against such a foe, and in 
the exultant hour of her unexampled triumph, 
our naval men sallied out upon the sea to strike 
for its freedom. They went out, as Mr. Rush 
has expressed it, with but a sling in their hands. 
And well did they demean themselves in the un- 
equal struggle. In all latitudes, at all times and 
places they sought the enemy. Traversing the 
Rast and West Indies, the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans, and even the British channel, they not 
only captured or destroyed thousands of her mer- 
chant tonnage, but some of her ablest captains in 
her finest ships, in equal combat, lowered to the 
stars and stripes of the untried Republic that ban- 
ner which Britain proudly boasted had braved 
unconquered, for a thousand years, ‘‘the battle 
and the breeze.” 

It is difficult, as I have said, at thisdistantday, 
to comprehend fully the bearing of such a naval 
i While our 
own people, with one universal acclamation hailed it 
with surprised and exultantgratitude, Europe—that 
Europe whose cause we were also sustaining, and 
which had gazed with folded arms upon the une- 
qual contest, anticipating our destruction—yielded 
its astonishment and admiration. Even Great 
Britain, when she found her merchants complain- 
ing of the countless tons of shipping destroyed 
or captured, her insurance policies commanding 
exorbitant premiums, her West India trade cutup, 
her whalemen nearly annihilated, and her ships of 
war sunk in equal contest, no longer spoke, through 
her public prints, of our ‘* boards nailed together for 
ships, sailing under a bit of striped bunting;’’ but 
with that noble instinct which ever impels the 
Briton’s heart to do justice to the courage and 
conduct of a gallant foe who stands squarely up 
to the fight, she too confessed and admired the true 
character of our Navy, finding some balm for her 
wounded pride in the declaration that if she had 
sustained defeat, it took her own children to ac- 
complish it. 

From the war of 1812 to the present moment, 
there is no sea on the globe visited by our com- 
merce, that has not witnessed the services ef our 
naval officers in the protection of thelife and prop- 
erty of our people. Edacated and trained for 
war, still their noblest conquests are achieved 
in times ef peace; and as pacificators, negotiators 
of treaties, and protectors of our citizens and com- 
merce in distant seas, ournaval men are constantly 
called upon to perform duties of national moment. 
Every American naval officer of rank who has 
performed his due routine of sea service, I will 
undertake to say, could furnish from his own ex- 


— }) perience, instances of the kind alluded to, many 


|| of which are of public notoriety, and others are 







































































ao 


ee > eee 
. 


oa 


MR 












1458 


only known to the files of the State or Navy De- 
partment, Commodore McCauley, at Valparaiso; 
IBS1; Downs, at Qualla Batou; 
Commodore the Sandwich Islands; 
Commodore Reid, at Canton, in 1839, when the 
American and other foreign residents were bar- 
ricaded in their houses, amidst a general popular 

and all intercourse ang trade with the 
Chinese were suspended; and Commander Glynn, 
at Japan, in the recovery of fifteen American sea- 
men from long and painful captivity—all rendered 
important services, which were acknowledged by 
the country at the time. And, sir, at this very 
moment, intelligence is reaching us that another 
in the execution of a most im- 
portant and peaceful mission, has impressed our 
national character upon the rulers of Japan, and 
opened to American enterprise a trade for which 
the Old World has vainly struggled for two cen- 
Luries. 

I have deemed it but just to the Navy to ad- 
vert, even though thus briefly, at its great public 
services, and its important agency in creating and 
maintaining our national character. But, sir, let 
me here state what must be evident to all who will 
look at its past history, that not only the mainte- 
nance of the character and esprit du corps of the 
Navy, but its mere existence has been due, not 
so much to our legislation as to the Navy itself. 
Though the war of 1812 was declared in June, 
so little confidence had Congress in the ability of 
the Navy to sustain itself, that nothing of moment 
was done for it throughoutt he year; and from 
that day to the present hour it has always been 
found necessary for naval men to demonstrate, 
from fact to fact, its ability to maintain the honor 
of the country, and to apply the means intrusted 
to it properly, before Congress would confide to 
it the necessary means 

Ready as we have been to legislate, and some- 
times to legislate unduly, for all other important 
public interests, the Navy seems to have escaped 
our attention; and the consequence is, that, with 
a corps of officers greater in number and eminently 
superior in mental training and culture to those of 
the war of 1812, and fully equal to them in zeal- 
ous devotion to the flag, our Ras is far less effi- 
cient at this moment, in comparison with those of 
Great Britain and France, than it was to the Navy 
of Great Britain at the close of that war. 

In saying this, [ do not refer to our ships, nor 
to officers or men as individuals, but to the corps 
as an organization. Our ships, our ordnance, and 


mn Commodore 


Jones, at 


tumult, 


energetic officer, 


our naval officers, as individuals, are equal to any | 


upon earth; but Congress has failed to array and 
organize these elements in the most judicious and 
efficient manner, I will now, sir, briefly state 
the provisions of the bill reported by the commit- 
tee, and the objects which they are designed and 
expected to accomplish; and in doing so, I will 
frankly say, in the first place, that, though it re- 
duces the aggregate number of officers now in the 
grades of captains and commanders by seven, the 
committee does not deem it expedient to reduce 
the higher grades beyond this. 

Complaints, based, perhaps, upon a partial 
knowledge of the Navy, are frequently made, that 
a certain number of these officers is always to 


be found unemployed on shore; and it is contended | 


that this number, be it what it may, is super- 
fluous, and should be dispensed with. In reply 
to this, it may be said that a naval officer on a 
three years’ cruise, not only does duty every day 
and night of those three years, but that throughout 


this period, he is separated from his country, his || 
home and his family; and that it is not only just | 
to the officer, but it is wise and just for the coun- | 
try, that at the iermination of his cruise, he | 
should have relaxation from duty. A military | 
profession which implies constant absence from || 


country, and precludes the holiest affections which 


cluster around the heart, must be unworthy the 


ambition of honorable minds. 
The true interests of the Republic, looking alone 


at the greatest efficiency of theofficer, require that | ’ 
|| community comes forward and unanimously gives 
/up its preference for others, and asks the ap- 
ane for that youth to the Naval Academy. | 


he should, in common with her citizens, nourish 
the ties which cling around the family altar, and 
feel, upon whatever distant sea or service he may 


be, that his home and his affections are in his own | 
| would not be chosen. el 
| chance of going to the Academy when political 


loved land, and that like a fettered prisoner, how- 
ever far he roams, he can but draga greater length 
of chain. Teach your naval officer, sir, that he 
cannot wander so far but that sympathizing hearts 
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deep; teach him that when he strikes, not only the 
honor of his flag and the interests of his country, 
but the welfare, nay, perhaps, the liberties, of 
wife, children, and friends are in every blow, and 
you will have done all that human wisdom can 
do to render him invincible. This I deem sutfii- 
cient in refutation of a position which would re- 
sult, if adopted, in reducing the naval officer to the 
condition of a wandering Arab. 


The first section creates the grade of flag officer, 


and limits its number to twenty. The propriety 


of this measure is apparent to every Senator who | 


has given much attention to the intercourse of our 
naval men with those of foreign services; and who 
will not hesitate to acknowledge that their useful- 
ness must always be more or less modified by 
their ability to mingle with and meet them upon 
equal terms in all official intercourse. 
services have several grades, higher in official rank 
than our grade of captain, each of which has its 
appropriate flag, designation, rights, and privi- 
leges; and although an American captain, in com- 
mand of a squadron, holds a position equivalent 
to that of a British, French, Russian, Dutch, or 
Spanish admiral—for it is the highest grade known 
to his service—still it is ever found 
often impossible, to obtain a recognition of such 
equality in those particulars, which a military 


| officer is not permitted to disregard; and painful || 


embarrassments, really impairing the usefulness 


of the service, have been, and must continue to || 
| be, the frequent result. 


We are all familiar with the nautical title of 


| commodore; a title which is unrecognized by law, 
,and which 
| service, where it is applied to temporary com- 


we have borrowed from the British 
mands only, and never signifies more than a cap- 
tain temporarily in command of more than his 
single ship. 

The designation of flag qfficer, it is believed, 
will obviate all uncertainty and embarrassment, 


and convey to foreign services the idea of a grade | 


equivalent to the highest of their own. 
The second section of the bill, the one to 
which the honorable Senator from Virginia has 


adverted, provides forthe appointment of midship- | 


men. I will say here, Mr. President, in expla- 
nation, that in 1842, if [ remember correctly, mid- 
shipmen were regularly distributed among the 
congressional districts of the United States. ‘That 
is, it was directed that they should be taken from 
each district, in rotation, as justly as possible, as 
appointees to the Academy might be wanted. This 
went on for sometime, until the members of the 
House of Representatives finding, as they sup- 
posed, or as I understood they supposed, that 
Congress, in giving the appointments of midship- 
men to the districts, designed that they should be 
made upon the recommendation of the Representa- 


tive from the district, tacked on to an appropria- | 


tion bill, a provision that when a midshipman 
went to the Academy, he should go there upon 
the recommendation of the Representative of the 
district only. 

I, among others, disapproved that provision 
atthe time. I did not believe that the power of 
appointment to the Academy could rightfully be 
taken from the Executive. I do not believe it 
now. But it seems that a large majority in the 
House of Representatives favors this state of 


things; and upon reflection I have considered that, | 


as the Representative of the district is the organ 
through which its people may best make their 
wishes known, we have a chance, perhaps, of 
getting a better class of youths in the service by 
permitting the Representatives to appoint them 
than we shculd have if the appointment were in- 
trusted to the Executive patronage at large. It 
multiplies watchfulness and the means of getting 
a better cadet from each congressional district; 
and, sir, the rule has worked sometimes in this 
way: In some particular district the son of indi- 
gent parents displays peculiar precocity; he be- 
comes distinguished by studious habits, and gives 
evidence of aptitude for sea service. A generous 


nder ordinary circumstances such a youth 
He would have scarcely a 


interests constitute the only element by which he 
could approach the Executive power. Thus, un- 


and watchful eyes are tracing his track upon the || der the working of this clause in the appropria- 
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tion bill, I have no doubt the Academy is much 
better supplied with the requisite talent than * 
otherwise would be. This bill proposes an amen. 
ment to this manner of appointment. We find 
that, in the present condition of the Navy, 


; : there 
are too many midshipmen; the Academy ig }.. 
coming crowded, and in a short time they will 
have to 


be reduced to perhaps half their present 
number. 
This amendment does not, as the Senator from 
Virginia supposes, confer the appointment of the 
officers on Congress, but it gives to Senators 
voice in the selection of some of the midshipmen 
from their respective States. It reduces the a 
pointment of midshipmen from two in each cop. 
gressional district to one, and then provides for 
the appointment of two from each State, upon the 
recommendation of the Senators from that State re. 
spectively. This was supposed by the committee 
to introduce a just modification of the present sys. 
tem of appointment. I have no expectation tha: 
the House will ever recede from its position 
|| though I trust it may agree to this modification, - 
| I will now, sir, reply to the objection made by 
my honorable friend from Virginia to the proyis. 
ion for two retired lists; and first let me say, sir, 
that | regard all legislation for the Navy, withou 
a retired list, as radically wrong. All improve. 
ment in the service must date from this important 
feature; and in advancing this opinion, which is 
| the result of some reflection and observation, | 
| believe that I but express the convictions of the 
{| = majority of your efficient officers. In fact, 
have never yet Sau an officer express a dis. 


|| senting opinion upon this point. 

|| Thenaval services of Europe all provide and sus- 
|| tain retired lists; and the British Naval Register 
|| for February, 1854, gives, besides the two thou- 
| sand one hundred sea officers, from admirals to 
|| lieutenants inclusive, the following list of inactive 

officers: 

Hy MANOS CRE MAMRIIGNS,, 0 50.65. 05:56 66809000 ednbbnntecweane 
| Retired admirals..... iia end aeeewakeveeds wean eeNesnss 
| Retired captains... 


Retired commanders,.......cesseecess 
Retired UGMCHAMW. 656s ceca ve cc ccewesesieleesce conti 
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Pewee wee wees 
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The mighty ocean castles which our officers 
control, constructed as they are of variant mae- 
rials, of unequal strength and durability, require 
frequent examination and repair to preserve them 
in the highest condition of efficiency; and thusthe 
| personnel of the Navy, composed as it is of every 
variety of mind, character, and qualification, mod- 
| ified by age, experience, length of service, and 
| physical ability, requires thorough serutiny to 
| discriminate between the useful and the worthless; 
|| and this scrutiny must Be instituted periodically, 
|| or ag circumstances may dictate. 
|| Iam aware, sir, that there are those who op 
|| pose the retirement of naval or military officers 
|| upon pay, in all and every form; those who would 
tax the brains and the sinews of their fellows for 
a bare subsistence, just as long as the limited 
|| powers of nature would enable them to be worked, 
and, when worn out, and no longer able to labor 
for the country, or to sustain themselves, tum 
them adrift to beg or starve. I envy not the hu- 
manity, the justice, of any gentleman entertaining 
such views. If practiced upon, it is easy to foresee 
the effects upon the Navy, and to understand the 
class of men who would seek to wear its livery. 
The faithful devotion of youth, manhood, and #! 
the useful years of life to his country’s service !0r 
a mere support, deprived of the opportunity © 
providing for his declining years, imposes upo" 
the country the duty of sustaining the old age 0! 
the naval servant. : 

But, sir, my friend from Virginia [Mr. Howte®) 
desires me to explain why the bill provides {or 
the permanent furlough, as well as for the retire 
ment of officers; and he fears that men placed upo! 
the former may be regarded as having a slig"! 
cast upon them. The motive of the committee! 
framing this provision, was to draw a distinct liné 
|| of demarkation between the gallant old seame! 
whose soul is still in his profession, whose heer 
beats but for his country, but who, by long, fait! 
ful, and honorable service, or by wounds or ¢!* 
ease contracted in the active discharge of his duty, 
is disqualified for further service, and the ms? 
who has uniformly and ingeniously contrived ‘ 
evade his sea duties,and devolved them up0? 
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thers; who has succeeded by political influence, 
-other resorts to which his noble profession 
ehould be a stranger, in passing the best of his 
1,vg upon shore; the man, in short, who has be- 
~ome unserviceable from his own unworthy con- 
-t, or who never had any merit. 
1 concede to the Senator from Virginia that 
‘ing an officer upon permanentfurlough would 
be a slight; and I maintainthat the country should 
not place the two classes of men to which I have 
thus adverted upon the same level in her public | 
estimation; and I trust that my friend will recog- 
nize the distinction, and the necessity of preserv- 
ing it. 

The necessity for retiring officers will appear 
with much force from an examination of our Naval | 
Register, where so many of the older officers are | 
shown to be unemployed on shore, receiving large 
nay, while their juniors are performing their ap- | 
propriate duties afloat upon less pay. A principle 
which should never be lost sight of is, that as the | 
importance, the hazard, and responsibilities of | 
naval enterprises increase, the chances of obtain- | 
ing the necessary talent, energy, character, and | 
ability, should also increase. But oursystem pro- 


duces results the very opposite; and the longer a li 


man has been in the service, the more do his 


chances for such commands increase. I do not |! 
wish to be understood as indicating that inability | 
to command is the necessary consequence of age; || 


for | conscientiously believe that we have old poet | 


captains who would adorn any service, and who || 


are equal to any naval emergency; and that we 
have lieutenants who could hardly put a ship in 
stays, or conduct her routine of duty twenty-four | 
hours. 

| regard seniority of rank as the only and the 
rizhtful element in naval promotion; and Heaven 
forbid that, under our institutions, | should ever 
see this principle surrendered; but, in saying this, | 
1 say, at the same time, that the Navy should be 
rigidly and frequently scrutinized, and that retire- | 
ment and the Executive’s power to furlough and 
dismiss must be promptly used, fo the end that every | 
commissioned officer shall be fully competent for all 
and every duty which the country may devolve upon | 
him. 

The services of Europe promote not alone by | 
seniority; but family, rank, connection, wealth, or 
favoritism, are permitted to have their due influ- 
ence; and a youth of small experience not unfre- 
quently commands the veteran officer whose life 
has been passed upon the sea in all its perils and 
vicissitudes. Suppose we attempt to introduce 
‘merit’? as an element of promotion, who is to 
judge of merit? It must be dependent upon the 
judgment of those having the power to promote; 
and this judgment, in a Government like ours, 
will be too often guided by the character of the 
political microscope through which merit may be 
scanned. Why, sir, do we not profess to fill our 
multitudinous offices by the claims of merit? And | 
do we not too often see dullness and stupidity, | 
vice and imbecility, occupying public places? We 
are all meritorious men, sir, quite enough so for | 
promotion. [am notawarethat seniority of rank, 
as the sole element of promotion, has ever been | 
departed from, except in the two instances of De- 
catur and Morris; and these, though in reward of 
the conspicuous gallantry of the men, have ever 
been considered of doubtful propriety. 

_Instances of personal gallantry, or conduct spe- 
cially conspicuous in the face of an enemy or 
otherwise, where every member of the corps is 
equally ready and anxious to gain a laurel, are | 
frequently rather the result of accident than of 
merit. I would reward an officer who thus ren- 
ders himself conspicuous, and such has been the 
policy of the Government; but I would not pro- 
mote him over the heads of his less fortunate peers, 
to whom the chances of war have denied a golden 
Opportunity. 

At this time we have sixty-eight captains, the | 
youngest of whom is fifty-six years of age; ninety- 
seven commanders, seventy-four of whom are be- 
tween fifty and fifty-five, and the youngest of | 
whom is forty-six; three hundred and twenty- 
seven lieutenants, from thirty to fifty; one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight ee midshipmen, from | 
twenty-one to thirty-seven years of age; and after 
carefully examining the rates of promotion in the 
several grades, and the average age of officers, we 
find that, under the present system, lieutenants, | 
when promoted to commanders, will be fifty-three, '| 
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so, | deem it 
officer of t 


) the pres- 


Mr. HUNTER. 
mitted to go over until to-morrow. 
dispose of it to-day. 


We cannot 
y- The hour has arrived at 
which the special order comes up, on which the 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. Cray] has the floor. 
1 would suggest to the Sen- 
utor from Florida, that I think it would be 
to let the question be taken on the motion to re- 
consider the vote ordering the bill to be engrossed 
] make this suggestion the 
more readily because I am a friend of the bill, and 
wish it to 
Mr. MALLORY. I have no objection to that, 


| this subject we are not materially postponing other 


Mr. BADGER. 


for a third reading. 


*The vessel referred to in the paragraph of the 
it of report of the Naval Committee of 
the Senate, as having been sent to sea with thirty- 
two pounder guns and forty-two pounder shot, 
\| was the brig Perry, carrying thirty-two 
| guns and carronades. 

This vessel sailed from Norfolk for Chagres in 
May, 1846, (when Mr. Bancroft was Secretary 
of the Navy, and Commodore A. S. Wadsworth 
chief of the Bureau of Ordnance,) with a bearer of 
dispatches communicating to the squadron in the 
Pacific the existence of war with Mexico. 

| was fitted out under an order from the Navy 

Department to be ready to sail the day after the 
| receipt of the order; and, in compliance with t 

order, did receive on board all her shot, powder, 
| provisions, and other stores, and hauled into the 
stream the day after its receipt. 

received on board two thirty-two pounder cerron- 
ades the day after. Immediately after getting to 
sea, all her guns were loaded, and in doing this 

a very few shot were found rather too large; but 

this fact was not considered sufficiently important | 

to require any general examination of the shot, or | 
any Official report, and no difficulty occurred with 
the shot at any other time during the cruise. 

A fter landing the bearer of dispatches at Chagres, 
the Perry visited Port Royal, in Jamaica, for 
the purpose of filling up her water before joining 

(our squadron off Vera Cruz, and not with any 
reference whatever to the condition of her shot. 

During her stay there, the commander of the 
Perry availed himself of the offers liberally made, 
to obtain a small number of additional shot to meet 
any possible wants. 

hese appear to be all the material facts con- 

nected with this subject, and are derived from the | 
files of the Department, the log of the Perry, and 
| the recollections of the commander. 


She, however, 
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and commanders, when promoted to 
| Seventy-four years of age. 

The second section secures an act of 
the passed midshipmen by providing a commis- 
sion and increased pay. Their present pay, which 
was barely sufficient for their support when es- 
tablished, is now, under the great increase of all 
the expenses of living, wholly inadequate; and 
many of them have families to maintain upon it. 
Among other means designed to promote the 
esprit du corps and efficiency of the Navy, a pro- 
vision is introduced for rewarding naval sea- 
men, ordinary seamen, landsmen, and boys with 
extra pay, and the petit officers with extra pay 
and a medal, for good conduct; 
is opened to the naval boy whose conduct and 
character may entitle him to the distinction. 

I am anxious to conclude these remarks, sir, 
to enable my friend from Alabama, who has the 
floor, to proceed; but before doing 
but an act of justice to a young 
most distinguished merit, Lieutenant Dahlgren, 
to say, that under his zealous and scientific re- 
searches and attention, our naval ordnance at this 
time is unsurpassed by any in the world; a fact 
which gentlemen may satisfy themselves of by « 

is station at this navy-yard. 
e, sir, to append to these remarks a paper 
which I will not occupy your time by reading, 
but which is an official explanation, of the correct- 
ness of which [ feel satisfied, of the circumstances | 
under which the brig Perry sailed from the United 
States, the vessel alluded to in the first draft of the 
Naval Committee’s report. 
ent chief of the Bureau of Ordnance to say that 
| he was in no wise responsible for the circum- | 
stance, which occurred before he assumed charge 
The account, as given in the committee’s 
report, was from an officer of the Navy in every 
respect reliable, but whose subsequent account is 
modified by more detailed information.* 
I hope the bill will be per- | 


and the Academy | 


| resumed the consideration of the bill making a 
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but Task my friend from Virginia, whether his 
objection to the bill, in view of the explanation I 
have given in answer to it, still remains in his 
mind ? 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam not satisfied in regard 
to it. [ should like to havea chance to make some 
motion to amend the bill. I think it requires 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Norris 
in the chair.) The question is on the motion to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BADGER. Let that motion be agreed to 
by unanimous consent. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
nostponed until to-morrow. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
stating that the House had passed a bill to change 
the day of the annual assembling of Congress 

The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed sundry enrolled bills. 

INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 

On the motion of Mr. HUNTER, the Senate 
grant of public lands to the several States of the 
Union for the benefit of the indigent insane per- 
sons, which had been returned by the President of 
the United States with his objections 

Mr. CLAY addressed the Senate at considerable 
length upon the subject of the Presidential veto. 
[See Apper dix for his speech. ] 

Mr. TOUCEY. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this question be postponed until to- 


| morrow. 


Mr. STUART. I hope we shall go on to-day 
with this bill. If we are ever to dispose of this 
question we ought to spend more than an hour a 
day upon it. 

Mr. HUNTER. It has been postponed for 
other gentlemen. The Senator from Connecticut 


| (Mr. Tovcer] desires to speak on it to-morrow, 


and [| hope it will be postponed for him. 
Mr. BELL. I hope this bill will be post- 
poned. We are every day discussing, while it is 


| under consideration, principles which relate to 


other bills behind this, as, for example, the ‘home- 
stead bill. I take it that whatever discussion is 
had now upon points involved in this question 
willapply to that; so that, in fact, by continuing 


measures, I trust the Senate will agree to the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Connecti- 
cut, and give him time to speak to-morrow. 

Mr. STUART. I donot make objection be- 
cause I wish to interfere with the courtesy due to 
a Senator. I simply wish to have this question 
proceeded with to-day. If the Senator from Con- 
necticut is not ready to go on with his remarks 


| now, some other gentleman undoubtedly is. | 


| subinit, too, thatthe qfhestion ought to be dis 


posed 


of. Itconsumes the whole time of the Senate. We 


| hear a speech of half an hour, or three quarters 
| of an hour, or an hour upon it, and then adjourn 


from day to day. There is other business before 
the Senate that ought to be disposed of, and in 
order to reach it we should get rid of this. 

Mr. TOUCEY. If any other gentleman de- 
sires to address the Senate now, lL will yield. 

Mr. CASS. It is rarely that the Senator from 
Connecticut makes known his sentiments to the 
Senate, and still more rarely that he asks a cour- 
tesy. I for one am not only willing but anxious, 
that he should have an opportunity of presenting 
his views upon this queetion, whilst at the same 
time Iam as desirous as my colleague to bring 
the discussion toanend. If any Senator is ready 
to go on now, [ trust he will be permitted to do 


| so; but if not I hope we shall accede to the propo- 


| say now to the Senate what 


{| 
| 


sition of the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. TOUCEY. If there is an indisposition on 
the part of any gentleman in the Senate to have 
the subject postponed, I onicants to-day, and 

wish to say. 

Several Senators. I hope not. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the subject will be 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I will not be involved in any 
question with any gentleman with regard to the 
propriety of postponing any business before the 
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to address the Senate at so late a period in this 

debate, and at so late an hour in the day; but I | 
have to perform a duty—one that I regard as an 

urgent duty, and which [ cannot permit myself to 

forezo—— 

Mr. MASON. I submit to the honorable Sen- | 
ator that he had better not proceed now. It is 
against the usage of the Senate, and‘ that usage 
ought to be preserved. There is now an abund- 
ance of other subjects before the Senate that can 
be brought up. 1 move to postpose the further 
consideration of this bill until to-morrow. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, this isa very 
fit occasion to make a few observations in relation 
to the manner in which we dispose of the public 
time. The Senate of the United States is not a | 
debating body, as we all know. Now, it seems | 


| 


we are to have the usage of the Senate established | 
as the custom ofthe country. Whatis that usage? | 


A separate day is taken for every gentleman in the 
Senate, who chooses to do so, to deliver his views 


upon a subject. When one is done, another rises | 
and makes a motion to postpone the further con- | 
sideration of the pending subject, and some other | 
gentleman says, ‘* 1 hope the subject will “oe 

if. I | 


poned till to-morrow,” and so it goes on. 
intend to vote for this postponement, because I 
think it would be unkind to my friend from Con- 
necticut, under the circumstances, not to do so; 
but I fear we shall go on in this way, and we 
shall never hear any discussion on any single point, 
but shall have presented to us general views upon 


the Constitution of the country; and when the | 


people read the whole of the arguments connected 
with the discussion of any question, they can come 
to no conclusion, for it will take them hours to 
read two speeches, between which there is scarcely 
any conflict. They are presented in sucha man- 
ner that it ia very difficult for the people to ascer- 
tain the points of difference between us. But if 
we had a running debate, the case would be dif- 
ferent. Then a Senator, with the powerful mind 
of the Senator from Connecticut, could rise up at 
once and reply or add to the speech of the Senator 
from Alabama as he chose. The public mind 
would see what we were at;as soon as he got 
through, gentlemen anxious to meet him, on the 
points he wished to present to the country, would 
rise and goon. That is not the case now. As 
things are now conducted, speeches here are 
essays. I have had something like eighty essays 
upon the Nebraska and Kansas bill laid on my 
table. I can hardly find discussion between any 
two members of the House of Representatives, or 
the Senate, upon a single point involved in it. I 
have had to read through a number ef pages to 
ascertain the character of the speeches, and I found 
they covered the whole subject of power over the 
Territories, the Constitution of the United States, 
and the nature of the Government generally. 


Now, sir, for one, 1 know I have not the capa- | 


city to write these long speeches, and make these 
constitutional arguments, and quote from every 
speech delivered from the foundation of the Gov- 


ernment to the present time. I want to be taught. | 


I wich to see the Senate act from principle, and 
discuss the questions before them. I want to pre- 
vent, if I possibly can, this body being turned 
into a mere machine by which periodicals are to 
go out to the country. I know of six gentlemen, 
I think, who desire to express their views upon 
this subject. Each one of them will consider 


himself as not having occupied as full a share of | 


the attention of the body, and as profound a po- 
sition as others, if you do not give him a day. 
How many more may spring up I do not know. 
Then, when will you end the debate? Now, we 
are in the 20th day of the month of June, and we 
have passed, as yet very few bills of importance. 
What is the reason? It is because of the kind of 
discussion into which we have fallen. When we 
have heard a speech, a motion is instantly made 
to adjourn, or to postpone; and we have a very 
good way of getting out of the responsibility of 
an adjournment before the country, by moving to 
go into an Executive session, and then closing 
the doors, and very soon going out of Executive 
session into the Avenue. 

{make these observations with no purpose in 
the world to complain, but merely for the purpose 
of bringing ourselves to the true grounds which 
we occupy, and which the country should under- 
stand. Allthe fault grows out of the fact that 


ee 
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us, but write essays upon them. | and that we may then take up something 
tical utility and importance. 


Mr. MASON. I wil! suggest to the Senator 
from Georgia, that there is a very attractive sub- 
ject which is lying upon our tables, one upon | 
| which I am sure there will be a running debate 
and a running debate only. It is the interesting | 
question as to when we shall meet hereafter. We 
received a short time ago a bill from the House of | 
Representatives relating to that subject, and we 
have a bill of our own of a similar nature. I 
will therefore, with his permission, if the Senate 
will pass over the present subject, call up that | 
bill, and we can have a running debate on it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Very well; let us have a run- 
ning debate. 
| Mr. RUSK. I think, Mr. President, that it is 
proper to pursue the usual course of the Senate; 
but it does not follow that we need waste time by 
doing so. I have had an experience of a few | 
| years here, and | believe nearly as much time has | 
been consumed by gentlemen delivering their 
views as to how time was to be saved, and the | 
business to be done promptly, as we have in the || 
long discussions, which | admit are perhaps too | 
long; but that is a matter of taste, and if it be an | 
evil itis one which will correct itself. As soon 
as the people of the country are not satis§ed with 
reading what the Senator from Georgia chooses | 
to designate as essays, that soon they will pay no |} 
attention to them, and then the evil will correct || 
| itself, and we can go on with the running debates 
| which he desires. It seems to me that we have 
| spent just about as much time in debating prop- 
ositions to save time and do business quickly, as 
|| we have in listening to long speeches. 


1) 





Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, after having 
been indulged by the Senate with an opportunity 
of delivering my own views on this question, I 
|| certainly shall not insist upon compelling any |) 
| gentleman to address the Senate when he is not || 
| entirely ready; but some of us feel an anxiety to 
| have the homestead bill taken up, and 1 simply 
| wish to say now to the Senate that, if there is a 

proposition to-morrow, or at any subsequent day | 
| to postpone the further consideration of this bill, 
I shall insist on taking up the homestead bill and 
| discussing that. I know there area number of 
| gentlemen who desire to be heard upon that ques- 
| tion. I wish to be heard myself; and I would as 
soon speak in ‘he evening as at any other time. | 
| | would perhaps do so now, if I were prepared to 
| goon to-day. To-morrow I will be prepared; and | 
|| if the postponement of this question is then fur- 
| ther insisted upon, I will call for the consideration |! 
| of the homestead bill, and make my speech on 
| that. 1 
| Mr. WALKER. Can we not now come to 
| some understanding among ourselves as to when || 
| we shall take the vote on the bill under consider- | 
ation? I feel very anxious that we should have | 
| some understanding on the subject, that we may 
|| know when it is to be decided. The custom of 
|| the Senate has been spoken of by the Senator 
|| from Virginia. I think it has become equally a || 
custom in the Senate that we never do come to any || 
| determination upon an important matter without | 
| ** sitting it out,’’ as it is termed. Now, for one, | 
| I am prepared to fix any early period when we || 
| shall take the vote on this bill. I am willing, || 
| with others, to sit it out and obtaina vote. Iam || 
| willing to do so to-day, if others are, or I should || 
| be willing to-morrow or any other time. \! 
| 





} 


| Sir, like the Senator from Mississippi, I am | 
|| anxious to take up the homestead bill, and have 
that discussed—to have either a running debate or 
|| Set speeches upon it, I do not care which—and 
|| as soon as we get out a reasonable quantity of | 
| that commodity, I hope we shall sit that bill out 
| and dispose of it. I trust an early day may be. 
| fixed when we may take a vote on this bill, and | 
| get it out of the way. I believe it is not antici- | 
|| pated that it will be passed. This discussion, 
| therefore, is all unprofitable. It is to no practical 
j}end. We may take the vote sooner or later and 
not pass the bill. There cannot be found in the 
| Senate a constitutional majority for it. The de- 
' bate upon it is simply for the sake of debate, 
|| whilst the homestead bill, or the bill mentioned | 
|| by the Senator from Virginia, has in it something | 
| practical. 
| I merely make these observations that we may, 
| if we can, individually, and at last collectively, |j 
| come tu a conclusion that we shall end the debate |) 











E. 


Senate. I regret, sir, that it has fallen to my lot || we de not debate the questions which are before |) upon this bill at some time, and atan early 


interesting question. 
of questions which the honorable Senator from 
Georgia suggests as the most proper ones to exer. 
cise the talents and powers of the members of 
this House, and it isone upon which all members 
ought always to be ready, and I call him now into 


among kept nags. 


| suggested. 
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Y period, 
of prac. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, this is a ver 
It is exactly of that class 


this race which he has got > I call him up. | 
want to see himrun. [(Laughter.] | wonder why 
he holds back? The drum beats, but he does not 


appear at the race. I want to know his views on 


this subject. 

Mr. DAWSON. I do net enter into a race 
{Laughter.} I should like to 
see a general race, and no doubt the Senator could 
enter into that. There are various terms on which 


we haveto run. Perhaps the Senator is more 


F pow: than myself to run a race of this sort, 


ut what I meant to do when | was up before—and 
all that I said was in perfect good humor towards 
the body—was, to bring gentlemen’s minds to 
the necessity of closing the argument at some 
time. I knew the suggestion would have to be 
made when some one was entitled to the floor, and 
1 thought this was the most appropriate way in 
which I could do it, by calling the attention of the 
body to the propriety of debating, instead of reg. 
ular essay writing or speech making. Now, sir, 
since I made the suggestion, the Senate have 
shown a wonderful capacity for a running debate, 
and have demonstrated that they can very well 
engage in it. I have thusshown all that I wanted, 
and I am now satisfied to let them go on in any 
way that they may desire. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to say now what I 
tried to say some time ago to the honorable Sena- 
tor from Goneiiient, but I was then prevented 
by two or three Senators, that if he desires to 


| speak to-morrow, and not to-day, I will waive any 
| objection I might have had. 


If that is the Sena- 
tor’s desire, [ will not object to a rae 
of this question until to-morrow. But, sir, | will 
take this occasion to say something in respect to 
the method in which business has been treated. 
A long time ago—almost so long as to have 
passed out of my memory—on a Monday, | 
moved to postpone the consideration of this bill to 
the following Wednesday. I was then told by 
several Senators that it would be out of all parlia- 
mentary custom and order to do so. I was told 


| that this was a message coming from the President 


of the United States, and must be disposed of at 


once, to the exclusion of allother business. That 
’ 


was several weeks ago. 

Now, when to-day I simply suggest that we 
ought to be able to devote more than one hour ina 
day to the consideration of this subject, which it 
was said five or six weeks ago was soimportant that 
it ought to be disposed of at once, it is said to been- 
tirely out of allorder that has ever been established 
in the Senate. Sir, I confess myself to be utterly 
unable to follow all these senatorial customs. We 
cannot consider the homestead bill, because the 
President’s veto message must take precedence;and 
we cannot consider the President’s veto message 
because it is not entirely convenient for us to do 
so! Butno one Senater isto blame. No gen- 
tleman wishes to talk to empty benches, and yet 
I do not believe there is a gentleman in the Sen- 
ate who, on this subject, can secure twenty-five 
senatorial hearers, although the best talent in the 
country is here in some individuals. 

Having said thus much, let me add to what has 
been said by the Senator from Wisconsin that 
there are many Senators on this floor who are 


‘desirous to have this question dieposed of, and 


who would be very glad if the Senate, by com- 
mon’ consent, would set aparta day when we 
should take a vote and end the matter. Many of 


| us are particularly anxious to do this, because we 
_ wish to consider the other subject which has been 
| referred to, (the homestead bill,) which is a spe- 


cial order, and was made so before this veto mes- 


sage was brought here, and have that also dis- 


posed of. i 

Now, sir, what have we beendoing? Just pre- 
cisely what the honorable Senator from Virginia 
One day we spend an hour in consid- 
ering the President’s message; and then, on the 
next day we consider whether we shall take & 
recess, or whether we shall adjourn without day. 
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Every other day we devote to business, and the 
intermediate days we devote to considering wheth- 
er we shall do anything or not. 

Mr. ADAMS. Will my friend allow me to 
ask him what Senator has made all the motions for | 
che various recesses which we have recently taken 
at this session? 

i Mr. STUART. I know what the Senator from 
Mississippi means, and [ willreply to him. There 
was a common understanding a few weeks ago, 
that the Senate should take a recess for the pur- 
nose of cleaning out the Hall, taking up the car- 
pets, and changing the winter for the summer ar- 
rangements; and it was the general understanding 
that there should be no business done during the 
succeeding week. Nobody objected to it but my 
friend from Mississippi, and he called for the yeas 


and nays; but the Senate agreed to take the recess. | 
Senators all around me—the Senators from New 


York, the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] 
and I think I can say half the Senate—applied to 
me personally, for what reason I know not, to 
ascertain whether | would be here, and whether 
the understanding that, during the following week 
there should be no business of importance done, 
would be really carried out? In obedience to that 


|| war, 
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was referred the petition of Frederick Denio, an 
invalid pensioner, praying to be allowed back 
pension, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
George Stealey, praying compensation for his 
services, and remuneration for his expenses in 
visiting the Indians in California, under the direc- 
tion of the commissioner of Indian affairs for that 
State, submitted an adverse report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of Sarah 
Harmon, formerly widow of Timothy Murray, 
who was killed in the military service of the United 


| States during the last war with Great Britain, 


praying to be allowed half pay and bounty land, 


| submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 


general understanding I made the two motions for } 


adjourning over to which the Senator refers. 
Mr. ATCHISON. And I seconded them. 
Mr.STUART. Asthe honorableSenator from 
Missouri says, he seconded the motions. 


ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of the children and heirs 
of Uriah Jones, a soldier in the Revolutionary 

raying a pension, submitted an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, to whom was re- 


i ferred the petition of Cyrus H. McCormick, pray- 


Now, 1 | 


may fairly ask, if | am chargeable with neglect | 


of duties in the Senate? I have made no visits to 
my home; I have not been out of the city during 
the session. I claim no particular credit for it. 


| reading. 


I only wish to justify myself against the inference | 


that might be drawn from the remark of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi. I have been found always 
in my seat and never in a hurry to adjourn. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 


now adjourn. 


Mr. WALKER called for the yeas and nays; | 


I move that the Senate do 


and they were ordered; and being taken, resulted | 


—yeas 23, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Brod- || 
head, Cass, Clay, Dawson, Dixon, Fessenden, Fish, Fitz- 


patrick, Foot, Haralin, Johnson, Mason, Norris, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, Toombs, and Wade—23. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Benjamin, Brown,Chase, | 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Evans, Geyer, Gil- 
lette, Houston, Hunter, James, Jones of Tennessee, Pettit, 
Pratt, Shields, Stuart, Sumner, Walker, and Williams—2l. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate || 


adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, June 21, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mitpurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


ing the extension of letters patent granted him 
on the 2ist June, 1834, for improvements in the 
machine for reaping all kinds of small grain, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
The report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom were referred the following peti- 
tions, &c., asked to be discharged from their 
further consideration; which was agreed to: 
Petition of steamboat officers and engineers at 
Cincinnati, praying that measures may be taken 


| to make Evans’s safety-guard against the explo- 


sion of boilers free to the public, by the purchase 
of his patent right, or otherwise; 

Petition of steamboat inspectors, engine builders, 
and others, citizens of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
representing the importance of Evans’s safety- 
guard for preventing the explosion of steam- 
boilers, and praying the sadibeta of the patent 
right, or the adoption of some other means of 
making the same free to the public; 

Memorial of owners of tug or towing steam- 
boats, employed in the revenue district of New 
York, praying that all such boats not carrying 


| passengers may be exempt from the inspection 
| required by the act of August 30, 1852; 


The PRESIDENT signed the enrolled bills 


yesterday received from the House of Represent- 


atives, for the relief of Benjamin Rowe; and for the \) 


relief of Captain E. A. F. Lavalette, of the United 
States Navy. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. EVANS presented the petition of Robert 
Mills, in relation to a central route to the Pacific 


ocean; which was referred to the Select Committee | 


appointed on the subject of the Pacific railroad. 

Mr. DODGE, o 
memorial of Mary Kinner and Mar 
praying indemnity for losses sustained by them 
in the depreciation of their property, in conse- 
quence of delays interposed by the land officers 


Wisconsin, presented the | 
y E. McCoy, | 


in perfecting their titles; which was referred to | 


the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. BELL presented the petition of Henry F. | 


yan, and twenty-two others, citizens of Knox 
county, ‘Tennessee, praying that the soldiers who 
served in the Creek war of 1814, may be placed 


on the same footing as to pensions and bounty 


land with the soldiers engaged in other wars of 


the United States; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the petition of P. C. Miles, 
praying to be allowed an increase of pension, 


submitted an adverse report thereon; which was | 
ordered to be printed. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | 


Petition of citizens of Alabama and other south- 
ern States, praying that restrictions in regard to 
the transportation of turpentine and the various 
other products of the pine tree, on board of steam- 
boats, may be repealed; 

Petition of Hammond Howe and others, praying 
that the late law providing for the better security 
of the lives of passengers on board vessels pro- 
pelled in whole or in part by steam, may be 
amended; and 

Petition of John Thomas, praying an appropri- 
ation to enable him to test certain improvements 
made by him in the iaclined-plane ox mill. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
memorial of William Gunton and _ thers, praying 
a further allowance for the bridge across the Leste 
ern Branch of the Potomac river, near the Navy- 
yard, sold to the Government, asked to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. SUMNER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill making a grant of 
land warrants to the State of Massachusetts to 
aid in the construction of a tunnel under the 
Hoosac mountain, and providing for the convey- 
ance of mails, troops, and munitions of war 


| through the same free of toll. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, gave notice of his in- 
tention to ask leave to introduce a bill to provide 
for the transportation of the mails. 


FALLS OF NIAGARA. 
Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Com- 


merce, to whom were referred sundry memorials 
from citizens of the United States, praying for an 


GLOB 
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object, have instructed me to state, that while they 
approve of the object and purpose of the memo- 
rials, and think the proposed work a very important 
one, yet that there is a division in the committee, 
in part as to the expediency of action at the pres- 
ent time, and in part on the ground of the consti- 
tutionality of the modes of actien suggested, and 
therefore, they have not been able to agree on any 
bill, and have instructed me for these reasons to 





| ask that they may be discharged from the further 


consideration of the memorials. 
The motion was agreed to. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. SEWARD. In pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, [ ask leave to introduce a bill to regu- 
fate navigation to the coast of Africa, in vessels 
owned by citizens of the United States in certain 
cases. [t becomes necessary, in my judgment, 
that such a bill should be brought to the considera- 
tion of the Senate. After giving the notice yes- 
terday, I learned that the honorable Senator from 
Delaware, (Mr. Crarton,] at some time during 
my absence, had expressed a purpose to introduce 
such a bill, and I learned also, informally, that he 
had been instructed by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations to report a bin to that effect. I merely 
ask leave to introduce this bill, and have it laid 
on the table, as my object is not to embarrass 

| him but to codperate with him. 

Leave to introduce the bill was granted, and it 


was read a first time, and ordered to a second 
reading. 


| AMENDMENTS OF THE STEAMBOAT LAW. 

| Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 

| merce, reported a bill supplementary to an act enti- 
tled ** An act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to 

| provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 
sengers on board vessels propelled in whole or 
in part by steam, and for other purposes,’ ap- 
proved August 30, 1852;’’ which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

Mr. HAMLIN. It is desirable that this bill 
should receive an early passage; and as I appre- 
hend it will meet with no objection | ask the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to have it acted 
upon at this time. 

| There being no objection, the bill was read a 
second time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. 
It provides for the appointment of an additional 
| supervising inspector, to comprehend that portion 
of the United States lying upon the Pacific ocean, 
who is to receive a compensation of $3,000 per 
/annum, and a like allowance for expenses of 
travel, as is provided for the other es 
inspectors. It also provides for two local inspect- 
ors, for the collection district of Puget’s Sound; 
one as the inspecter of hulls, and the other as in- 
spector of boilers—at an annual compensation of 
$500. 
| It further proposes to enact that the operation 
of so much of the ninth section of the original act 
of 1852, as requires the use of alloyed metals fusi- 
ble by the heat of steam, shall be suspended until 
| the 3d of March next; and that so much of the 
act of July 7, 1838, as authorizes the appoint- 


|| ment of — to make inspections of steam- 


boats and boilers, and receive compensation there- 

for, shall be repealed; and that the inspections 

required by that act shall be made by the inspect- 

| ors provided for by this bill, and by the act to 
| which it is a supplement. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The first section of this bill 

provides that the State of California and the Ter- 


| ritories of Oregon and Washington shall compose 


appropriation for the construction of a ship canal |! 


around the Falls of Niagara, or in aid of that 


a district for the inspectior of steamboat hulls and 
boilers. They now constitute a part of the same 
district with Louisiana and Arkansas. They are 
so remote, however, that it is found utterly im- 
practicable for the supervising inspector who 
resides at New Orleans, to discharge the duties of 
that office. It therefore provides for a new dis- 
trict upon the Pacific coast. The second section 
of the bill provides for the supension of the ninth 
section of the original act, which provided that 
a certain kind of alloy should be used in the con- 
struction of all steamboat boilers The supervis- 
ing inspectors are now making experiments by 
which it is believed greater security will be at- 
tained in the construction of steamboat boilers. 
The proposition is to suspend the absolute provis- 
ion of that section until the 3d of Marchnext. I 
think no further explanation is necessary 
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‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, rend a third time, and passed. 


JAMES DIXON. 


Mr. DAWSON. The Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the petl- 
tion of James Dixon, praying compensation for 
extra work done on the court-house in the city of 
Alexandria, District of Columbia, have directed 
me to submit a report, accompanied by a bill 
making an appropriation to the petitioner. I will 
state to the Senate that Mr. Dixon isan old man. 
lie did the work many years ago, and has never 
been paid for it. The subject has been referred 
to the committee for several years, and has been 
reported upon favorably. I will ask the Senate 
to take it up, and consider it at this time. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

it proposes to pay James Dixon $487 23 for the 
work done by him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read a third time, and passed. 


=< oC 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. MALLORY. I ask the Senate now to 
take up the bill, which was under consideration 
yesterday, to improve the naval service, for the || 
purpose of putting itupon its passage after making 
several amendments which have been agreed upon. 
The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunrer]} has 
consulted the Secretary of the Navy, and some 
amendments have been agreed upon. I believe 
there is now no objection from any quarter upon 
the subject, and with the permission of the Senate 
I will rend the several sections of the bill as they 
are proposed to be amended. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the con- || 
sideration of the bill. 

Mr.MALLORY. In accordance with the sug- 
gestions of the honorable Senator from Virginia, 
{ move to strike out of that part of the second sec- 
tion, which reiates to midshipmen, the words ** on 
the recommendation of the Representative there- 
of,’? and the words ‘*on the recommendation of 
the Senators thereof, respectively.’ This obvi- 
ates the objection made yesterday, which presup- 
posed that it vested the power of appointing the 
officers in Congress instead of the Executive. 

Mr. BADGER. I will ask the Senator what 
effect that amendment will have on the law already 
in force? 

Mr. MALLORY. 
the law as It is. 

Mr. BADGER. 


amendment 


It will have no effect upon 


Then I am opposed to the 
1 do not see why there should be 
one set of midshipmen appointed upon the nom- | 
ination of the members of the House and another 
set not appointed upon their nomination. I was | 
opposed to this system at first; but having 
adopted it, we ought either to carry it out and ex- 
tend it to this body, as well as to the House, or 
abolish it altogether. I hope the Senate will not 
agree to that amendment. 

Mr. MALLORY. The law as it is now ex- 
plained here is an amendment to an appropri- 
ation bill, and gives the nomination of midship- 
men to the Naval Academy to the Representatives 
from the particular congressional dancin, and 
withdraws those nominations from the Senate. 
Now, the House when it adopted that amendment 
did not consider the midshipmen as officers, but 





objection by that means. The committee were not 
disposed, in this matter, to pronounce any opinion 


ecutive regulation. The Executive may sanction 
that course or he may not. I propose, therefore, 
in this section, not to legislate upon that subject, 
but simply to say, that instead of there being two 
cadets from each congressional district, there shall 
be one, and that there shall be two at large from 


| cisely the same footing. 


| alteration. 





each State without saying upon whose recom- 
mendation they shall be appointed. LTunderstand | 
the Senator from North Carolina objects to that. 

Mr. BADGER. I object to it for the reason I 
have given. I think the members of both Houses 
ought to be on an equal footing. 

Mr. FISH. They are both placed upon the 
same footing by the bill. If the Senator from 
Florida will read the section as he proposes to || 
amend it, the Senator from North Carolina will !! 


| 
| 
| 
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observe that both Senators and Representatives 
| are put upon the same footing. 


Mr. MALLORY. 


They are put upon pre- 
It makes no difference. 


Mr. BADGER. But they are not upon the 


| same footing as to the midshipmen directed to be 


ap vointed. 


Mr. FISH. 


| ap yointed. 


Mr. MALLORY. I will read that part of the 
section as it will stand if amended: 


“The number of midshipmen and acting midshipmen, 
including those of the Naval Academy, shall be determined 
as follows, to wit: one shall be appointed from each con 
gressional distaict of the United States, two from each 
State, ten to be appointed by the President at large, and 
those authorized by this aet to be selected froim the boys of 


| the Navy.” 


These will constitute the midshipmen of the 


| Navy,and both Houses in this respect stand alike. | 
| This is the first amendment proposed. 


The next amendment, suggested also by the 
honorable Senator from Virginia, contemplates the 
striking out of the bill the retired list, called the 
‘* permanent furlough list,’’ and leaves but two 
modes of getting rid of officers; one to place them 
upon the retired list, and the other to drop them 


from the Navyentirely. Thethird section is made | 
to conform thereto, by striking out the words ‘‘or || 


permanently furlough,”’ and the words ‘‘and of 


| the officers so furloughed or retired, those on the 
| retired list onl 


\|| uniform;”’ and the words relating to such a list | 


shall be entitled to wear the naval 


wherever they occur. 
The third and last amendment, which the hon- 


orable Senator from Virginia suggested—and I | 


understand he suggests it now at the instance of 
the Secretary of the Navy—is to strike out all of 
the seventh section after the word ‘* assigned,’’ as 


| follows: 


** The duties of equipping the vessels, and of supervising, | 
registering, and detailing the officers and men of the naval | 
| service, and such other duties pertaining to the service as | 


the Secretary of the Navy may direct; and the orders of 
such bureau shall be considered as emanating from the 


Secretary of the Navy, and shall have full force and effect | 


as such, and all the duties of said bureau shall be performed 
under his authority and supervision,”’ 


And to insert the words, 


—such duties as pertain to the equipment of vessels and | 
| detailing of officers and men as shail be prescribed by the || 


Secretary of the Vavy. 


I think that is a mere verbal amendment, which 
is of no importance either way. These are all 
the amendments suggested by the Senator from 


Virginia yesterday. There was one which I | 
desired to offer upon the subject of the assimilated | 
| rank of the Navy. 


It was agreed upon in a con- 
ference of the committees of the two Houses, but 
I was unable to obtain a copy of its details until 
this morning. I now propose it with a slight 


here, has been a subject of very considerable vex- 
ation in the Navy, and it is highly important that 


every officer in the service should have not only | 
his rank and duties but his privileges all ee 
1 


legislated upon and fixed. Theamendment whic 
I propose is to add the following: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, Thatthe assimilated 
| rauk between the line and staff officers of the Navy, shall 
| hereafter be determined by the following provisions: 
1. Surgeons, pursers, chaplains, professors of mathemat- | 


ies, and chief engineers of over twelve years standing in 


their respective grades, shall rank with commanders. 
9 


3. Passed assistant surgeons shall rank with commis- 
sioned masters. 
4. Assistant surgeons and first assistant engineers shall 


| y | rank next after commissioned masters. 
uponthatatall. I hold that itis a mere matter of Ex- || 


5, Second assistant engineers shall rank with midship- 
men, and third assistant engineers next after midshipmen.' 

6. This assimilated rank shall inno case confer on a staff 
officer the right to command. 

7. Commanding officers of whatever grade shall take 


| precedence over all staff officers attached to their command 
| while on military duty; under other circumstances, preced- 


ence shall be regulated by length of service, as heretofore 
set forth. 


1 will observe, in regard to the third provision, 


that the words ‘* commissioned masters ”’ are put 


in, because it is contemplated by the bill to confer | 
a commission upon the rank of passed midchip- | 


men. The Senator from Maine asks me if we 
have chaplains in the assimilated rank? The first 
provision reads: 


Surgeons, pursers, chaplains, professors of mathematics, 


and chief engineers, of over twelve years standing im their | 


respective grades, shall rank with commanders. 


They are as to all hereafter to be 


The assimilated rank, | will remark | 


. Surgeons, pursers, chaplains, professors of mathemat- | 
ics, and chief enginevrs, under twelve years’ standing, | 
; Shall rank with lieutenants. 

as cadets only, and got rid of the constitutional || 
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Mr. PRATT. I will inquire of the Senato- if 
the amendment which he has just proposed hoes 
not conform to the bill of the House which we 
have seen printed in some newspapers, with the 
single exception pointed out by him? I under. 
stand it does. 
Mr.MALLORY. [understand distinctly that 
itdoes. My design was to makeit so. The ex. 
' ception is this: There was found in the published 
report of the bill of the House a provision that 
on trials by court-martial, at least one third of the 

| members composing the court should be of the 
grade of the officer arraigned for trial. 1 consider 
that an anomaly in military practice. I believe i 
does not exist in any military service. 

Mr. PRATT. 1 will further inquire of the 
Senator, if I understood him correctly in our inter. 
view, that the privileges of staff officers in the 
Army are similar? 

|| Mr.MALLORY. That is my understanding, 
The chairman of the Military Committee, per- 
haps, has better information than I| have on the 
subject. By the unanimous consent of the Senate 
| propose that the question be taken on the first 
three amendments which J have offered, and Sep- 
arately upon that which relates to the assimilated 
rank. 

The question was taken on the first three amend- 
ments, and they were agreed to; and then, on the 
last amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 
| It was read a third time; and passed by a vote, 
on a division—ayes 24, noes 11. 


TEXAS DEBT. 


Mr. GWIN. A bill was reported the other day 
from the Committee on Finance in regard to the 
Texas debt. It does not meet with my approba- 
tion. Iam sure it does not meet with the appro- 
| bation of that committee, and I therefore move to 

recommit it, because | believe we can so frame a 

bill and bring it before the Senate as to meet its 
approbation. I move to take up the bill so that | 
may submit the motion to recommit it. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, and, 
|| On the motion of Mr.GWIN, it was recommit- 
ted to the Committee on Finance. 


HALF PAY TO SURGEONS’ MATES. 


Mr. PRATT. I desire to offer the following 
joint resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States in Congress assembled, That the reso- 
lution of the 17th of January, 1781, regulating éhe allowance 
during life, in lieu of half pay to the officers of the hos 
pital department and medical staff, shall be so construed 
as to extend to surgeons’ mates, who shall be entitled to 
receive the same pay as by said resolution is allowed to 
| hospital physicians and surgeons. 


The resolution of the 17th January, 1781, pro- 
vides as follows : 


* Resolved, That all officers in the hospital department 
and medical staff hereinafter mentioned, who shall con- 
tinue in service to the end of the war, or be reduced be fore 
that time as supernumeraries, shall be entitled to, and re- 
ceive during life, in lieu of half pay the following ailow- 
|| ance, Viz: 
|| The director of the hospital equal to the half pay of a 


+ 


lieutenant colonel. 

““Chief physicians and surgeons of the Army and hospi- 
tal, and hospital physicians and surgeons, purveyor, apotle- 
cary, and regimental surgeons, each equal to the half pay 
of a captain.’ 

Notwithstanding this broad language used in 
that resolution, [ understand that the accounting 
officers of the Treasury, following the rule which 
was established shortly after its passage, have de- 
termined that it does not include surgeons’ mates; 
so that all the surgeons’ mates of the Revolu- 

| tionary war have not received that compeiisation 
which it was the manifest design of Congress to 
allow them by this resolution of 1781. 
I state further, that in every case in which appli- 
cation has been made to Congress by surgeons’ 
mates, and where Congress has acted definitively 
upon them, they have had allowed the compensa- 
tion which is here allowed to the hospital sur- 
geons. The resolution, then, which I have the 
honor to propose, is merely to direct the Depart- 
ment so to construe the original resolution as to 
make it extend to surgeons’ mates. 1 may say 
that I am sure there will be no difficulty as to it 
in the mind of any one here; and, therefore, | 
ask that the resolution may now be considered 
and passed. 
Mr. BAYARD. I must move the reference of 
\| the resolution to the appropriate committee. 
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The PRESIDENT. That motion is not now 
der. The resolution cannot be introduced 
by unanimous consent, After it has been 

reed and read twice, that motion can be 


ea 


“Mr. BAYARD. I! object to its consideration, 
onless for the purpose of reference. 
“Mr, PRATT. f ask for the reference of the 
resolution, if one objection be sufficient to prevent 
a ynsideration. 

“The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the joint resolution will have its second reading. 

Mir. BAYARD. I object, unless the second | 
reading is for the purpose of reference. 

Mr. PRATT. That is the object. 

Mr. BAYARD. Thenl withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

i he joint resolution was read a second time, and, 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
epresentatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed a bill to aid the 
Territory of Minnesota in the construction of a 
railroad therein. 


INDIGENT INSANE BILL VETO. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order—the 
bill making a grant of land to the several States of 
the Union for the benefit of indigent insane per- 
sons, which has been returned by the Presidead 
of the United States, with his objections. I think 
we can dispose of that question to-day. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to reconsider the bill. 

Mr. TOUCEY delivered his views in opposi- 


tion to the bill, and in defense of the President’s || 
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books, in addition to the estimates transmitted to the House | 


on the ]4th instant, 845,171. 
The details of the above amount are as follows: 
For Uickey’s Constitution. 
259 members and delegates, 
161 copies to each. 





38,479 copies at $1 per COPY. ..... cccceecccees cee QaasdTD 
For Mayo & Moulton’s Pension and Bounty Land 
Laws. 
239 members and delegates. 
8 copies to each. 


1,912 copies at $3 50...... cee. eee ‘ 6,692 


$45,171 


ee enna eteeeeee 


I therefore beg leave to recall my estimate for books 
transmitted on the 14th instant, and to substitute the fol- 
lowing: 

For books to the members of the House of the Thirty 


| Third Congress, by the joint resolution, approved on the 


24th of February, 1854, and by the resolution of the House 
of 20th June, 1854, $199,510 87. 
There will also be needed to comply with the resolution 
of the House of the 28th of September, 1850, the following: 
For Congressional Globe and Appendix of the Thirty 


| Third Congress, for the House library, one hundred sets, 


at nine dollars per set for the Congress, #900; and for 
binding the same, 600 volumes, at sixty cents per volume, 
3360. Respectfully, 

J. W. FORNEY, Clerk Ho. Rep. U, S. 
Hon. Linn Boyp, Speaker House of Representatives. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 


| communication was referred to the Committee of 


Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 


PER DIEM AND MILEAGE TO MR. SNODGRASS. 
Mr. LETCHER. I ask the consent of the 


| House to offer the following resolution: 


velo message. 

Mr. BELL followed in support of the bill and 
in opposition to the veto. 

(These speeches will be found in the Appen- 


? 


dix. ] 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator will give way, 
I desire to move for an Executive session. With 
his permission, I will move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed until to- 
morrow 

Mr. BELL. I intended to conclude m 
marks to-day, but if the Senator desires it, 
yie d. 

The further consideration of the subject was | 
postponed until to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- | 

ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 


re- 
will 


Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to direct the 
payment to the widow of the Hon. John F. Snodgrass, 
deceased, late a member of this House from the State of 
Virginia, the per diem and mileage due to bim at the time 
of his death. 


The resolution was received by unanimous con- 
sent. 


Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. I desire to 


| present a resolution of the same character in rela- 
tion to my predecessor, the Hon. Zeno Scudder. 


and after some time spent therein, the doors were || 


reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wittram H. Mitporn. 


The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


Prayer 


I beg leave to report back to 


the House the amendments of the Senate to the | 


Indian appropriation bill, that they may be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
l nion, and printed. 

lhere being no objection, it was so ordered. 


BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 
Owing communication from the Clerk of the House | 


of Representatives: 


: : Cuerk’s Orrice, June 21, 1854. 
Str: The action of the House of Representatives yester- 
day, reported from Library Committee, explanatory of the 
joint resolution voting books, &c., approved 24th February, 
So4, makes it obligatory upon the Clerk to censtrue the 
latter so as to furnish to the new members of the present 
House, in addition to the books estimated for in my com- 
munication of the L4th instant, the same number and de- 
~ btiion of books as were voted to the members of the 
“enate in the last Congress, and nut heretofore voted to the 
members of the House. These books, and the numbers of 
them 80 voted in the Senate, are as follows: Hickey’s Con- 
“tution, one hundred and sixty-one copies; Mayo & 
Moulton’s Pension and Bounty Land Laws, eight oopies ; 
wayo’s Treasury Regulations, two copies. 
_ The last proviso to the resolution of the House of the 20th 
instant, votes these books in the same numbers to the old 
members as well as to the new members of the House. 
There will, therefore, be needed for the purchase 


ot! 





The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pay 
out of the contingent fund to the Hon. Zeno Scudder his 


1463 
Mr. STEPHENS. I understand that Mr. 
Scudder was coming to take his seat here, but 
was prevented by injury received on the way. 
He was thus detained at home for some time, and 
finally concluded to resign his seat in Congress. 
I trust, therefore, that the House will pass the res- 
olution submitted by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts. Whether it will or not encumber the 
resolution offered by the gentleman from Virginia, 


is another question. 


[Cries of ** Question!’ “ Question id | 

Mr. ELIOT. 1 wish to say to the Chair that 
I did not offer my resolution as an amendment to 
that of the gentleman from Virginia, but as an in- 
dependent resolution. 

The SPEAKER, Then the resolution of the 
gentieman from Massachusetts is not in order at 
this time; and ts not before the body. 

Mr. ELIOT. lt withdraw my resolution 
with pleasure, until that offered by the gentleman 
from Virginia is acted upon. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair first understood 


| that the resolution of the gentleman from Massa- 


chusetts was proposed as an amendment to that of 
the gentleman from Virginia. ‘That is the only 
form in which it can be considered at this time. 
The question, then, is on the resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia. 

The question was put; and the resolution was 
agreed to. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


I now ask leave to offer my res~ 


|| olution. 


per diem and mileage as a member of the Thirty-Third 
| Congress, to the day of his resignation. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why, the gentle- 
man [Mr. Scudder] never performed the travel, 
and | suppose is not entitled to mileage. 


Mr. WHEELER. Henever was able to come 
here. 

Mr. JONES. I believe it is the custom of this 
body 





Mr. PRATT, (interrupting.) I was about to 
inquire of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
whether Mr. Scudder ever took his seat in this 
House? If not, | doubt whether he is entitled to 
mileage; not that | have any doubt of his being 
entitled to receive compensation for his time. 

Mr. JONES. Itis the custom, I believe, and 


| perhaps the law, that a member who has been | 
Wepnespay, June 21, 1854. {| 


| think, is the law. 


detained from his seat in consequence of sickness, 
shall receive his per diem allowance. That, I 
But it certainly is not thelaw, 
nor the practice of the House, to pay mileage 
when a member elect never comes here, never 


| makes his appearance in the House, and never 


performs the travel. “This will be a new preced- 
ent, if the resolution be agreed to, and it will be 
one which I think ought not to be set. 

Mr. LETCHER. I hopethat the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will not encumber my reso- 
lution with his, which is leading to debate. It 
is a distinct matter altogether, and I hope the 


| House will proceed to take a vote upon my reso- 


lution. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. There may bea separate 
vote taken by division, | suppose. 

The SPEAKER. Then the vote will be first 
taken on the amendment. 

Mr. ELIOT. I shall be glad to have an op- 
portunity to reply to the inquiry proposed by the 
gentleman from Connecticut, (Mr. Prart.] — 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (interrupting.) 
Will the gentleman from Massachusetts allow me 
to ask him a question for information ? 

Mr. ELIOT. Certainty. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The inquiry I wish to 
make is this: Whether Mr. Scudder was not de- 
tained from his seat by an injury received in 
coming here? 


Mr. ELIOT. 


Yes, sir; he was 


Hy 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Maine 
[Mr. Futter} was on the floor, and yielded it 
through courtesy to the gentieman from Virginia, 
{[Mr. Lercrer.} The gentleman from Maine is 
still entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FULLER. I yield the floor to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts. 


PER DIEM AND MILEAGE TO MR. SCUDDER. 


Mr. ELIOT. I now ask leave to offer the res- 
olution which has been read a few moments since 
from the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. LETCHER, (suggesting.) Strike out the 
words ** contingent fund.’’ 

Mr. ELIOT. I have no objection to adopt 
the suggestion made to me by the gentleman from 
Virginia, who is better acquainted than myself 
with the form in which the resolution should be 
proposed, 

The SPEAKER. 
cation proposed ? 
Mr. ELIOT. 
same as the other; that 
words ** contingent fund.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, as amended, 
will read as follows: 


In what form is the modifi- 


It is to make my resolution the 


is, to strike out the 


Resolved, That there be paid to the Hon. Zeno Scudder 
his per diem and mileage as member of the Thirty-Third 
Congress, to the day of his resignauon, 

Mr. HILLYER. I desire to make an inqui- 
ry of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
ELioT 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Georgia allow the Chair to interrupt him for a 
moment? The Chair wou!d inquire out of what 
fund he is to order this money to be paid? 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Out of the 
fund appropriated to pay the mileage and per diem 
of the members of this Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. in the same way 
as the present members are paid. 

Mr. STEPHENS. The fund is already ap- 
propriated; and if Mr. Scudder had come here, he 
would have drawn his pay from that fund. It 
should be paid in the same manner as if he had 
been here. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair doubted, at the 
moment, whether the fund could be drawn from 
in that way. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
doubt about it. 

Mr. HILLYER. [I did not hear, and | am 
sure that many others on this side of the House 
did not hear, the response made by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Exror] to the in- 


[ do not think there is any 


quiry of my colleague, aato the reasons why Mr. 
' - } | 7 

Scudder never appeared here to take his seat? My 

colleague inquired if Mr. Scudder was hurt, or 


was taken sick upon theroad. I heard no response 
to that interrogatory, and [ think it is 1m 
ant. 


Mr. ELIOT 


pe rt- 


I will reply to the remarks of 
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the gentleman from Georgia, by saying to the || that when the bill was before the House, many of 
House that after Mr. Scudder had left his home, || the members were for its immediate passage. The 


on his way to Washington, he stopped at a town 
in Barnstable county, where he met with an acci- 
dent which has detained him there in a public 


house from last December until thismoment. He | 


is still there. 
[Cries, ** That is enough !”’ 
** Question !’’} 


and ‘* Question !’’ 


The question was then taken on the resolution; | 
and it was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL REVENUE CUTTERS. 


Mr. FULLER. I ask the permission of the | 
House for a moment to permit me to call up bill 
No. 242, relating to revenue cutters. I wish to | 
state to the House—and I invite the particular 
attention of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. | 
an to my apology for calling the attention of | 
the House to this matter now—that, at a very 
early day of the session, the Committee on Com- 
merce reported a bill—which is the bill in ques- | 
tion—authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to purchase or contract for four additional revenue 
cutters; one for the Charleston station, to supply 
the place of the Hamilton, which was unfortu- 
nately lost; one for the Texas coast, and two for 
the Pacific coast. The committee are in posses- 
sion of information which they regard it their 
duty to lay before the House, and which shows 
that the public interests of the country are suffer- 
ing now for the want of these cutters. It will 
necessarily take a good deal of time to prepare 
them before the commencement of the fall season, 
and for these reasons | desire to have the atten- | 
tion of the House to the bill at this time. The | 
public service requires it. 

Mr. COBB. I should have no objection to it, 
if its consideration did not come out of the morn- | 
ing hour. The committees want to report, and 
they have reports in which the public is as much | 
interested as they are in those revenue cutters. 

Mr. FULLER. I wish to say to the gentle- 
man, that for three months I have been making | 
ineffectual efforts to get the bill before the House. 

The SPEAKER. 
bill cannot be taken up. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

On motion by Mr. CRAIGE, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be discharged from the further consideration of the 
petition and papers of Charles Wilkes and others for dam- 
ages to certain lands ; and also from the petition and papers | 
of certain citizens of Indianapolis, in reference to a court- | 
house in which to hold the United States courts, &c. ; and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. OLDS. I am directed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to report back 
Senate bill (No. 344) for the relief of James Jef- 
fries and Jeremiah M. Smith, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the | 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COBB. I will withdraw my objection to 
apr position of the gentleman from Maine. 

r. FULLER. Iam glad the gentleman from 
Alabama has become satisfied of the importance 
of this matter. 

Mr. COBB. Ido not withdraw the objection 
for any such reason, but as a matter of courtesy 
to the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. OLDS. I object to the gentleman’s prop- 
osition 

Mr. O. then, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back Senate bill | 


(No. 365) for the relief of John W. Kelly; which |) 


was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. EWING. The bill for the relief of James |: 


Jeffries and Jeremiah M. Smith, which has, on | 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, been referred | 
to a Committee of the Whole House, is one which | 


was before the House some months ago, and upon | 
which there is a necessity of immediate action. 


Mr. OLDS. I would suggest to the gentleman 


| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer the | 


question then came up whether it should go to 
a Committee of the Whole House, or to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and it 
was decided in favor of the bill that it should 
not go toa Committee of the Whole. But, sir, 
by the direction which has now been given it, it 
will be placed in a still worse position than if it 
had then been referred to a Committee of the 
Whole. After having gone through an investi- 
gation by the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and by their direction referred to a 
Committee of the Whole, it will be placed lower 
down on the Calendar, and, therefore, in a worse 
position than if it had been so referred when it 
was, on a former occasion, before the House. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I rise to a question 
of order. I submit that this debate is not in order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has the right to submit the motion to recon- 


sider, and have it entered; but not the right to | 


take the floor from the gentleman frem Vhio to 
speak upon the motion. The Chair desires to 


know whether the gentleman from Ohio gives up | 
# committee 


the floor for that purpose? 
Mr. OLDS. No, sir; I prefer to finish the re- 
ports I have to make. [ am instructed by the 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads to | 


report back Senate resolution (No. 19) for the re- 
lief of Rebecca Birdsall. 

The resolution was referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, made the order of the day for 
to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. OLDS. Iam instructed by the Commit- 


following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be allowed a clerk from the 6th day of May 
last, at the usual compensation allowed to clerks of Com- 
mnittees. 


I wish to state to the House that, from the date || 
|| mentioned in the resolution, [ have not had an || 


opportunity to offer the resolution. Upon con- 


Sit 'sultation at the Post Office Department—and I[ 
Objection is made, and the || 


think it will strike the good sense of the House 


in the same way—our committee have determined | 
to bring up the existing post routes which are || 


scattered through the laws from the time of the 


establishment of the Post Office Department down | 


to the present time, and to reénact them all in one 


bill, so that when an application for the establish- || 
ment of a new route is presented, we shall not be || 


compelled to go over all the laws to find out 


| whether it has been before establishéd. We pro- 


that the course I have given to the bill will accom- || 


plish his object. Next Friday is objection day; | 
and as it is a plain case, there will be no objection | 
to it. 

Mr. EWING. I do not agree with the gentle- | 
man as to this being the best disposition of the | 
bill. I move to reconsider the vote by which it | 
was referred toa Committee of the Whole House. | 


|| mittees. e 
House satisfactory reasons for that opposition. | 


' 


I do not propose to call up the motion at this || } 
time, but to haveit entered. It will be recollected, |! is such that these committees are standing here 


pose to have them arranged in alphabetical order, 
anda clerk from the Post Office Department is 
now employed upon that work. Such things are 
continually occurring. Why, sir, a single route 


in the State of Indiana has been at least seven || 


times enacted. 
Well, now, we propose, for the convenience of 


| the Post Office Department and that of the Com- 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads,—and it 


will be but little trouble,—to have them enacted in | 
one bill in alphabetical order for each State. We 
should need the clerk even were we not to do this; || 


but having the clerk, we can do it also. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the gentle- 
man’s permission, I will make an inquiry. 


understand him to say that there is one route | 


which has been enacted seven times. Did they 
put a mail on that route for every time a law was 
assed ? 

Mr. OLDS. No, sir; your law requires the Post- 
master General to advertise every time these routes 
are made; and, asa matter of course, before he 
put on the service, it was ascertained that service 
was already on the route, but there was expense 
of advertisement every time the route was enacted. 
If there was some such plan as that now pro- 

osed by the committee, and recommended by the 

epartment, all that trouble and expense would 
be saved. In addition, I wish to say thatif we 
did not propose this new arrangement, still we 
would have need for the clerk. 

Mr. COBB. I wish to suggest a modification 
of the gentleman’s resolution. I am, and always 
have been, opposed to giving these clerks to com- 
If it were necessary, I could give the 


Let me only ask why committees of this House 
should have clerks when the condition of business 
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for months, waiting opportunity to report? Whi 
thus waiting, the clerks can have nothing to do - 

The point to which I rose is, to suggest that th 
gentleman should fix in his resolution the time = 
which the clerk is to be dismissed. 1 think jt 
highly improper to allow standing committees of 
this House clerks from the beginning to the ter. 
mination of Congress. Many of them do no: 
perform one hour’s service during a month. | gay 
that such a system is wrong. It is growing inty 
a system, and unless we puta stop to it by the 
limitation of time for which clerks shall be allowed 
and let committees discharge their duties and 
then their clerks, we shall, in less than five years 
have a clerk for each and every committee of this 

_House. I was opposed to the system from the 
beginning. I ieve that it is wrong. Inm 

judgment, the country is suffering from the wrong. 
1 am here now, and always, to oppose it. 

Mr. OLDS. I call the gentleman to order, | 
do not permit the gentleman to ask mea question 
and then to answer it himself. Now, as I claim 
to be a Yankee by birth, | will answer the ques. 
tion of the honorable gentleman of the Committee 
on the Public Lands, by asking him when that 

roposes to discharge its clerk ? 
Mr. COBB. I would doitto-day. Iam ready 
_ to answer all such questions. 

Mr. OLDS. Let me say, Mr. Speaker, that 
it is not out of the usual course to ask for a clerk 
for the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. In the last three preceding Congresses, 
the committee had a clerk. Indeed, sir, i might 
have come here at the commencement of this ses- 
|, sion and been justified by precedent in asking for 

this clerk; but lL have delayed to do so for five 
| months, because we did not need him. It is only 
at this late day when we so need his services, 
that we come forward and ask for him; and are 
| we, because we have not asked for theclerk until 
| we need his services, to be met with opposition 
from the gentleman of a committee which now 
has a clerk, but which never had one before this 
session of Congress—a committee which has not 
| one fourth the business for a clerk that our com- 
mittee has. 

The gentleman asks when is our clerk to be 
discharged? Why, when are clerks for commit- 
_ tees generally discharged? When our post route 

bill is completed we shall have no further use for 
/a clerk, and I am willing then to discharge him. 

Mr. COBB. I think that I can settle the diffi- 
culty between us. I believe that the gentleman’s 
committee ought to have a clerk to make up this 
| post route bill. It will not require longer than a 
|| week to do so, and for that time I am willing to 
|| allow a clerk. 

‘|| This alphabetical matter is all humbug, the 
|| whole of it. 

Mr. OLDS. The gentleman may have some 
spiritual clairvoyance which I have not. His in- 
| formation may come to him inthat way. I am not 

supposed to have such spiritual manifestations. | 
_act from sober reality, and say that this matter is 
no humbug. We need a clerk. If the House 
give it us, we shall be grateful; and if it does not, 
| I shall employ one at my own expense. I now 
| demand the previous question on the resolution. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Will the gentle- 
| man yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. OLDS. The matter has been sufficiently 

| discussed, and I think that I had better adhere to 
| the demand for the previous question. ; 

Mr. JONES. I move that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Jones’s mo- 
tion, and it was decided in the negative. 

_ So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
| the table. 

The question now being upon the demand for 
the previous question, 

Mr. OLDS demanded tellers; which were or 
| dered; and Messrs. Cox and Greenwoop were 


1 ee 

{| he question was then taken; and the tellers 
|| reported—ayes 75, noes 43; no quorum voting. 

| Mr. OLDS. It would be better, — to 
|| have a recount, than to have a call of the House. 
| Mr. WHEELER. I object to a recount. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I ask that there be a call of 
the House? 

| A call was not ordered. «ssp y 

| The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 
|! whether there is a quorum present. 
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After a count, the Speaker announced that there 
-e one hundred and fifty-eight members in their | 


wer ° 
seats; and the tellers resumed their places. 


The question was again taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 92, noes not counted. 
©} 
main question ordered to be now put. 
“Mr. WHEELER. I call forthe yeas and nays 


ypon the passage of the resolution. 
Ub 


‘Mr. COBB. [call for tellers upon the yeas and | 


nays. 


New York, and Martreson, were appointed. 
~ The question was then taken; and the tellers re- 
ported twenty-nine in the affirmative, (a sufficient 


number. ) 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
THE OCCURRENCE OF YESTERDAY. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. 
to offer to this House an apology for a breach of 
decorum, and of its rules, yesterday. I believe, 


sir, that those with whom I have been associated | 
for the last three years as a member of this body, | 


will bear testimony that I have, at least, tried to 


be respectful in all my intercourse with its mem- | 
bers, and to have a proper regard for the rules of | 


this House; and I hope | shall always be found 


among those who desire, and make an effort to | 


preserve, the order and decorum of this body. 
' Mr. CULLOM. I regret, Mr. Speaker, that 
the unexpected and unprovoked attack made upon 
me yesterday may have precipitated me into any 
violation of the rules and order of this House. 


| have endeavored, during my service here, to | 


maintain kindly relations with the members of the 


House, and to observe punctilliously the rights || 


of all, and the honor and integrity of the body of 
which lam a member. 


Circumstances yesterday, over which I had no | 


control, and which I had contributed nothing to 


provoke by word or deed, elicited from me lan- | 
guage which, perhaps, I should not have uttered. | 
if {| have violated the rules of this body, I ask the | 
House to be assured that it was out of no disrespect | 
But, Mr. Speaker, the ebul- || 
ition which I displayed upon that occasion was | 


to this high forum. 


elicited by the exhibition of a deadly instrument, 


which was exhibited in connection with the re- | 
marks that were made, and I felt constrained to 


pursue the course which I did. 
Mr.McMULLIN. I do not wish to interrupt 


the gentleman from Tennessee, but I rise to a ques- || 


tion of order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- || 


nessee has resumed his seat. 

Mr. McMULLIN. ThenI withdraw my ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. MILLSON. The announcement which 
has just been made by the two gentlemen from 
Tennessee was somewhat unexpected to me; 
though I do not mean to say that I had not in- 
dulged the hope and expectation that both these 
gentlemen would see that it was due, as well to their 


own character and honor, as to that of the House, | 
that they should tender to the House the apologies | 


which they have just made for the disorder of 


yesterday. But, as [ have given notice of my | 
purpose to call the attention of the House toa | 


question of privilege in connection with this mat- 
ter, it is due to myself that I should indicate the 
course I had intended to pursue; and that my re- 
marks may be perfectly in order, [ beg leave to 
present the following resolution: 


Resolved, Thataselect committee of 
investigate the disorder which occurred yesterday int the 





House, in the use of warm words and threatening gestures, | 


between Mr. Cuurcawe t and Mr. CuLtom, members of 
Uuis House, and to report thereon to the House. 

No one, Mr. Speaker, can regret more than [ 
do the scenes of yesterday. No one would feel 
more than | the unpleasantness of the necessity 


for bringing the subject to the notice of the House. | 
But, sir, holding, as I do, very friendly relations | 
towards both these gentlemen, I feel that i could | 


do so without subjecting myself to the suspicion 
of being moved by any unworthy considerations. 

hat the use of warm words and threatening 
sestures is a breach of the privileges of the House 
cannot be doubted. Sir, it is of the greatest im- 


portance, not merely to this body, but to the | 


country at large, that debate here should be per- 
fectly free, and that all those gentlemen who are 
capable of shedding light upon our deliberations— 
and there are many such here—should be en- 





THE 





‘The previous question was seconded, and the 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Perkins, of 


I rise, Mr. Speaker, | 


be appointed to | 








couraged to offer their views. There are, doubt- 
less, occasions when gentlemen of sensitive minds 
would be restrained from an expression of their 
judgment upon matters before us from an appre- 
hension that they may be involved in heated de- 
bate, and subjected to contumely. 

It was well said by a member of the British 
Parliament, that a blow struck in the House of 
Commons was a blow struck at the whole Com- 
mons of England, and everything that is at all 
calculated to prevent freedom of debate, to de- 
stroy the consciousness, the assurance, that dis- 
cussion may be full and free, without subjecting 
the member engaging in it to personal risk, or to 
reproachful epithets, is a wrong done to the whole 
people of the country. 

hile, then, sir, it is clear that the use of such 
language as was employed yesterday is a breach 
of the privileges of the House, and ought not to 
be passed without notice, there is more embar- 
rassment, perhaps, in determining as to the pre- 
cise manner in which these violations of order and 
privilege should be treated by the body. I find, 
on a very cursory examination made this morn- 
|| ing, some cases in the British Parliament, occur- 
ring nearly two centuries ago, where disorderly 
conduct upon the floor of the House was brought 
to the notice of the body, and the parties offend- 

| ing required to make atonement. In the parlia- 
|mentary debates | find that where hot and pro- 
voking discourses and gestures occurred between 

| Lord Cavendish and Sir John Hanmer, the mat- 
ter was ended by requiring every member to pro- 
ceed no further in anything that had happened in 
|| the unfortunate disorder in the Grand Committee. 

In another case, it appears that Lord O’Brien 
and Sir Thomas Chickley were ordered into the 
custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms for a quarrel that 
had happened between them, on a division of the 
House, in which blows were given. In another 
case, in the year 1678, blows passed between Sir 
Jonathan Trelawney and Mr. Ash. The Speaker 
having observed the blows, promptly called the 
attention of the House to the matter. After dis- 
cussion, in which propositions were made to send 
the offending parties to the Tower, and to expel 
them from the House, Sir John said: ‘‘I hum- 
bly ask the pardon of the House for it.”” Mr. 
Ash said: ‘* 1 do acknowledge thatl have donea 
great fault, and | humbly ask the pardon of the 
| House.”? Another case occurred in 1690. Sir 
|, Thomas Mompesson, in his place, asked pardon 





|| of the House for assaulting Mr. Okedon, in the 
lobby; an account thereof being given by Mr. 
| Piper and Colonel Trelawney, members of the 
|| House, and the Sergeant-at-Arms and Door- 
| keeper; and the Speaker acquainted Sir Thomas 
Mompesson ‘that the House had considered 
| that he was an ancient member, and therefore 
| were very indulgent to him by their resolution, 
which he acquainted him with, and required him 
| to ask pardon accordingly, which he did do.” 
| It will be observed, then, Mr. Speaker, not- 
| withstanding the diatribes of our transatlantic 
friends against the American Congress, and other 
legislative bodies in the United States, on account 
of these disorderly occurrences, that they would 
| not look in vain for such precedents of disorder 
in their own parliamentary history. In these 
cases it will be observed that the House was sat- 
isfied with the tender of apology by the offending 
/'members. In our own Congress, too, I observe 
that there are several similar cases in which no 
| further proceeding was had after the tender of 
|| apology by the parties charged with the offense. 
A case of the kind referred to occurred between 
|| two members from Tennessee in the year 1838, 
| and a resolution was introduced that these gen- 
| tlemen do apologize to the House for violating its 
rivileges and offending its dignity. After the 
introduction of the resolution requiring the tender 
of this apology, both gentlemen rose iu their places 
and made ample acknowledgments. 


|| member from Virginia and a member from North 
| Carolina, in the year 1841. Finding then that, 
| in similar cases, the House has forborne to take 
| any further action after the tender by the offend- 
ing members of ample and satisfactory apologies, 
for the violation of its order and rules, I had, after 
deliberation and consultation with friends around 
me, come to the conclusion to withdraw the reso- 
lution upon the tender of apologies. I am not 


|} unaware of the importance of preventing the |! 
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A case of like character occurred between a 





rules of the House is necessary to secure this de- 
sirable end. If it be, I trust it will be soon made. 
I observe that the Manual 
Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) Will the gentleman 
from Virginia allow me to suggest an additional 
rule, which | hold in my hand, as necessary to be 
adopted by the House? It will settle a contro- 
verted question, and will be the means hereafter, 
in collisions between members upon this floor, if 
they should unfortunately occur, of bringing the 
question directly before the House, and investing 
the Speaker, beyond a doubt, with sufficient 
ower to suppress the difficulty upon the floor. 
rhe Speaker does not possess that power, cer- 
tainly, now. I ask the Clerk to read the rule 
which I suggest for the adoption of the House. 
The rule was then read, as follows: 





If any member, in violation of the rules of the House, 
shall refuse to obey the ordar of the Speaker, made in con 
formity therewith, it shall be the duty of the Speaker to 
order the member so offending into the custody ot the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, to be dealt with as the House may direct. 


Mr. ORR. I would suggest a modification of 
the rule which I have offered. It is, that the 
Speaker shall be ** authorized,” instead of that 
‘it shall be his duty.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Will my colleague 
allow me to ask the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina a question? Can it be possible that there is 
any doubt that that is the law now? 

Several Mempers. None at all. 

Mr. BAYLY repeated his question. 

Mr. ORR. Thereisa very serious doubt on 
the subject; so much so, that the present, and, I 
believe, the former Speakers, have not felt them- 
selves authorized to direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to 
arrest a member violating the rules of order and 
decorum. The Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole House certainly has no such power, and 
it is extremely doubtful whether the Speaker has. 
When there is disorder of this sort, and the mem- 
ber refuses to obey the order of the Presiding Offi- 
cer, it is the duty of the House to take the power 
of ordering his arrest into its hands; but there 
should be a more summary remedy. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 do not think so 

Mr. MILLSON. I was on the point of stating 
to the House that I do not know that any amend- 
ment to the present rules is necessary. According 
to the Manual, which, by one of our rules, is 
made the law of the House in all cases in which 
it does not come in conflict with the standing rules 
and orders, 

* Whenever warm words or an assault have passed be- 
tween Members, the House, for the protection of their mem- 
bers, requires them to declare, in their places, not to prose- 
cute any quarrel: or orders them to attend the Speaker, 
who is to accommodate their differences, and report to the 
House, and they are put under restraint if they refuse, or 
until they do.’ 

I am inclined to think, then, that under the ex- 
isting rules, and under the law of the Manual, the 
Speaker and the House may now exercise this 
authority. 

But, however this may be, I have a reason, 


which the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. 


Orr] will appreciate without my indicating it, 
why I prefer that the resolution which he meee 
now introduced should not be considered to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to 
understand whether or not the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Mixison] yielded the floor to the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, for the purpose of 
allowing him to introduce his resolution, and 
whether, therefore, the proposition of the gentle- 
man from South Carolina is now to be considered 
before the body ? 

Mr. MILLSON. No, sir; I stated that 1 
yielded to have the resolution read for informa- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Then the proposition of the 
gentleman from South Carolina is not before the 
body. 

Mr. BOCOCK. The gentleman from South 
Carolina could not, even with the consent of the 
gentleman from Virginia, present a proposition to 
amend the rules of the House. 

Mr. MILLSON. I gave notice to the House 
yesterday that I would call its attention to this 
subject to-day. It was my purpose, however, 
after conferring with gentlemen of ability and ex- 
perience, to withdraw the resolution which I in- 
tended to offer, if the two gentlemen should do 
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what they have done-——tender sulttable apologies to 
this House 


I have not thought it necessary to say anything 
in reference to the merits of the original contro- 
versy between thetwo gentlemen. I know nothing 
about it, and the House has nothing to do with it 
We should confine ourselves to what occurred 
in our presence, and not inquire into the merits 


of any controversy which may unfortunately exist 
between these gentlemen. 

Considering, then, Mr. Speaker, that heretofore 
gislative bodies in this country and in England 
ave seemed to be satisfied with the atonement 
olfered hy the members offending; in view of the 


>? 


le 
} 


fact that similar cases of disregard of the rules and 
order of this Elouse have occurred even in the 


present Congress, and have been passed by alto- 
gether unnoticed by this House; in the hope, too, 
that some means may be soon devised by which 
these occurrences may be prevented in future, and 
hy which members may pe apprised of the re- 
sponsibilities they may incur, and in consideration 
of the fact that both thesegentlemen have tendered 
apologies, which | must regard 

Mr. WHEELER, (interrupting.) I wish to 
ask the gentleman aquestion. I understand from 
one of those gentlemen that deadly weapons were 
drawn yesterday. Has that ever been done before? 

Mr. MILLSON. I know nothing personally 
of the fact. | will, however, state, as the gentle- 
man asks me the question whether it was ever 
done before, that 

Mr. WHEELER, (interrupting. ) 
found any precedent of that kind? 

Mr. MILLSON. In some of the cases which 
I have already alluded to, some of the parties 
drew their swords on the floor of the House of | 
Commona. 

| heg leave to withdraw my resolution. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I object to the withdrawal 
of the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Thegentleman has the right 
to withdraw it. | 

“Mr. McMULLIN. Then I beg leave to re- 
new it. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I rise to a ques- | 
tion of order. 1 desire to inquire of the Chair 
how this resolution got before the House? | un- 
derstand the resolution has been withdrawn by 
the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Muitvson;} 
and if itis not in order for the gentleman [Mr. 
MeMuuuin] to introduce it again, I object to the | 
introduction of it, and insist upon the regular 
order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution itself involves 
a question of privilege, and it is in order. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, { rise for the pur- 
pose of inquiring whether the resolution was pre- 
sented to the House, or whether it was only read 
at the Clerk’s desk for information? I did not | 
understand that it was presented to the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Virginia | 
presented the resolution, and withdrew it, as he || 
had the right to do. 

Mr. MILLSON. My own purpose in offering 
it was to enable me to address to the House, in 
order, my remarks, which would otherwise have 
been out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia stated that his purpose, in offering it, was 
that he might address the House in order. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. McMuuuiy] has | 
the floor. 

Mr. ORR. If the gentleman from Virginia 
will allow me, I would say that I hope he will not | 
renew the resolution. The scene of yesterday 
was a painful one; but the gentlemen have come 
forward this morning and tendered an apology to 
the House, and I think, looking to the precedents 
set many yenrs ago, that the House would per 
haps be chargeable with treating those gentlemen 
harshly, if it were to carry this investigation any 
further. 

I think the House is disposed to let the matter | 
rest at the point at which it bas now arrived. | 
shall on Monday make an attempt to introduce a 
rule, which, if adopted, | think will operate,to a | 
certain extent, as a corrective in future in refer- 
ence to the occurrence of such difficulties. I hope 
my friend from Virginia will not press his resolu- 
tion at this ime. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Iam not clear as to the 
correctness of my views upon this question. I 
am free to confess that I did not hear—although, 








Have you | 
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perhaps, | did not hear what the gentleman said 
very distinctly—that explanation which was suf- 
ficient tos iuisfy my mind in reference to this mat- 
ler. { think it was due to both these eentlemen 
that the matter should have been referred to a com- 
mittee for investigation. I confess, very frankly, 
sir, that I am not entirely satisfied with the ex- 
planations which have been made by these gentle- 
men. Iam the last member in this House who 
would desire to see the rules of this House vio- 
lated. 

| am free to admit that I am liable, from the im- 
pulsiveness of my nature, to become involved in 
euch difficulties as much as any other member of 
the House; but, sir, if | violate the rules of the 
House, I desire to be dealt with by the House in 
the same manner that I wish to see any other 
members dealt with. 

dut, sir, | find there is a difference of opinion 
among the members around me in reference to the 
volicy of withdrawing the resolution first offered 
Ee my colleague from the Norfolk district, and 
now renewed by me. Many gentlemen concur 
with me in the opinion that the matter between 
the gentlemen from Tennessee ought to go to a 
committee. But I will not consume the time of 
the House longer by any furtherremarks. Having 


expressed to the House my views upon the sub- | 
ject, I will relinquish my purpose of pressing a | 


consideration of the resolution, and, atthe instance 
of the gentleman from South Carolina, withdrawit. 

Mr. BROOKS. I ask the House to allow me 
a single moment. I wish to give notice that if the 
resolution which my colleague [Mr. Orr] has 
indicated, is introduced, | sha!! offer the following 


| as an amendment: 


Resolved, That any member who brings into the House 
a concealed weapon shall be expelled by a two-third vote. 
Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms shall cause to be 


| erected a rack in the rotunda, where members who are ad- 


dicted to the carrying of concealed weapons shall be re 
quired to place them before entering this Hall, and that 
they shall be exposed to the inspection of the curious as 
long as the men are employed in legislation. 


The reading of the resolutions was greeted with | 
|| much applause and laughter. 


ANOTHER PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
attention of the House for a single moment to a 


| matter of personal explanation. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
sonal explanations. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Just one word. 

Mr. SEWARD. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I trust the gentleman 
will do me the justice to withdraw bis objection. 

Mr.SEWARD. No, sir; I do not withdraw 


1 object to any further per- 


|, my objection. 


{Cries of **Oh! withdraw it!’’] 

Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw my objection, if 
the House seems curious to hear the personal ex- 
planation. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I renew the objection. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. By whom is objection 
made? 


The SPEAKER The gentleman has no right | 


to put such an interrogatory to the Chair. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I make the objection, sir; 
and for good reasons. 
SUPERINTENDENCE NATIONAL ARMORIES. 


Mr. KEITT, by unanimous consent, from the 
special committee on the superintendence of the 
national armories, submitted a minority report 


| on the subject; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CLERK FOR POST OFFICE COMMITTEE. 

The SPEAKER. On the resolution allowing 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
a clerk, the main question has been ordered to be 
now put. The yeas and nays have also been or- 
dered on its adoption. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 5]; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Appleton, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. 


I ask the | 





_ dune 21, 


ker, Powell, Puryear, Reese, David Ritchie, Thom: 
Ritchey, Rowe, Shaw, Shower, Singleton, _ 


} 


Gerrit § 


Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. aan? 
George W. Smyth, Frederick P Stanton, Richard H Sra 
ton, Alexander H. Stephens, David Stuart, Joby J. Ta oa 
Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Vail, Walker, Walley. aH : 


B. Washburne, Wells, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, Heo. 
drick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicofier—96. er 
NAYS—Messrs. Belcher, Bocock, Boyce, Campbe 
Carpenter, Chrisman, Cobb, Colquitt, Corwin, Cullow’ 
Cumming, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dunham. Ban’ 
man, Bilison, Etheridge, Flagler, Fuller, Hamilton Nanen 
Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hendrick. 
Henn, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Knox, McCutioen’ 
Mc Mullin, Mayall, Middleswarth, Morgan, Peck, Pennine’ 
ton, Phelps, Pratt, Pringle, Ready, Ruffin, Russell, Sap, 
| Seward, Skelton, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, 1 rout, Var : 
sant, Tappan Wentworth, and Wheeler—51. e 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. BENTON, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on Military Affairs, reported a bj! 
which was read a first and second time by its title 
as follows, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the orJer of the day for to-morrow 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed: 

A bill for the relief of Don Juan Vigil, of New 
Mexico. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I[ move that the rules be gus. 
pended; and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

[Elere several messages were received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Sipney 
W essrer, his Private Secretary. ]} 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose these messages 
ought to be disposed of at once, and I therefore 
withdraw the motion to go into committee. 

THE GADSDEN TREATY. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, then 

laid the following message before the House: 


To the House of Representatives: 
[ have received information that the Government of Mex- 
ico has agreed to the several amendments proposed by the 
Senate to the treaty between the United States and the Re- 
public of Mexico, sigued on the 30th of December last, and 
| has authorized its Envoy Extraordinary to this Government 
to exchange the ratifications thereof. ‘The time within 
| which the ratifications can be exchanged, will expire on 
the 30th instant. 

There is a provision in the treaty for the payment by the 
United States to Mexico of the sum of $7,000,000 on the 
exchange of ratifications, and the further sum of $3,000,000 
when the boundaries of the ceded territories shall be set- 
tled. To be enabled to comply with the stipulation, ac- 
cording to the terms of the treaty relative to the payinenis 
therein mentioned, it will be necessary that Congress 
should make an appropriation of $7,000,000 for that pur 
pose, before the 30th instant, and also the further sum of 
$3,000,000, to be paid when the boundaries shall be estab- 
'| lished. I therefore respectfully request that these sums 
| may be put at the disposal of the Executive. 

I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives a 
copy of the said treaty. 


FRANKLIN PIERCE. 

W asSHINGTON, June 20, 1854. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to refer the commu- 
nication to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and that it be printed; and upon that motion I de- 
mand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s motion; and it was agreed to. 


EXPULSION OF THE GREEKS FROM CON- 
STANTINOPLE. 


The SPEAKER then laid before the House 
message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report from the ne of S'ate, 
with accompanying documents, in compliance with 
a resolution of the House introduced the 30th ul- 
timo, and containing the speech of the American 
Minister at Constantinople upon his presentation 
to the Grand Turk, and the correspondence of the 
Minister touching the expulsion of the Greeks at 
Constantinople. 

The communication, on motion, was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered 
to be printed. 


FOREIGN INTERVENTION. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
message from the President of the United States, 
transmitting a report and accompanying papers; 


' Noble, Nerton, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Par- 


Bayly, Barkedale, Barry, Bennett, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Churchwell, 
Clark, Clingman, Cook, Curtis, Dawson, De Witt, Dow- 
dell, Drum, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. 
Ehot, Everhart, Farley, Florence, Giddings, Goode, Good- 
rich, Greenwood, Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hill 
yer, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Latham, Lindley, McDougall, Macy, Maxwell, Millson, 


| from the Secretary of State, in answer to a reso- 
‘lution of the House introduced the 24th of April 
last, requesting the President to communicate to 
the House, if, in his judgment, not incompatibie 
with the public interests, the instructions referred 
to by President Monroe in his annual message; 
as to the right of foreign nations to interiere 10 
the affairs of this continent. 
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The ce mmunication, on motion, was referred 
.. Committee on Foreign Relations, and or- 
to be printed. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

vr. HOUSTON. I now renew my motion 

les be suspended, and that the House 
- itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
rate of the Union. 


[he motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
ymittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
te Orr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
tion of House bill No. 48, ** making appropri- 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of 
vernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 





the rule 


‘The CHAIRMAN. The pending question 


vnon the following amendment offered by the 
eman from Kentucky, (Mr. Preston:] 


Por completing the custom-house at St. Louis, Missouri, | 


(0. 
rcompleting the custom-house at Mobile, Alabama, 
UU, 


completing the custom-house at Cincinnati, Ohio, 


r completing the custom house at Louisville, Ken- 
ky, $40,000. 


r completing the custom-house at Bangor, Maine, 


completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 


Oo 


ware, &]2.000. 

, I ) pure hase a site for the custom-house at Providence, 

Rhode Island, $24,000. 
Debate on the amendment having been ex- 
isted when the committee was last in session, 
Mr. BENTON moved a pro forma amendment 
increase the appropriation one dollar, and 


dal 


ee { 
rcompleting the custom-house at Wilmington, Dela- | 


This amendment, Mr. Chairman, containing | 


these various items of appropriation, has been | 
‘ore the House several times; and I think the | 


oljects of the appropriations are well understood 
by the House. They come recommended by as 
many titles as have ever been given in favor of 
any appropriations put into any bill. In the first 
place, they come recommended by the Govern- 
ment, in the annual message to Congress. In the 


next place, they have received the sanction of the | 


House in separate and distinct votes. 
also received the sanction and the vote of the Sen- 
ate; and they have likewise received the approba- 
tion of the Committee of Ways and Means. But 
we have been very unfortunate in not finding a 
suttable place in which to put this amendment. 


We are like the guest whom every one is willing | 


to see brought to the feast, only that there is no 
chur forhim. Let him sit down in whatever chair 
he may, he finds that the place is preéngaged. 

At last we have got now to the civil and diplo- 
matic bill; and that is precisely the place where 


the original appropriations were made, and is also 


the place in which they have been sometimes con- | 


tinued. We wish, then, to save this chance of 


putting the appropriations into this bill where they 
originated; and if we lose this chance, we are de- 
feated altogether. We can hardly expect to get a 
separate bill through for this purpose at this late 
period of the session, I have only to say, Mr. 
Uhatrman, that it requires almost forty-one pages 
of printed matter to comprise these appropriations 
for all parts of our America, except the great 
vaiiey of the Mississippi—except the Mississippi 
river itself—with these custom-houses which are 
how yielding more revenue than is collected in 
some of the custom-houses of the Atlantic board, 
for which large appropriations are made withcut 
the slightest hesitation. 

We hope, Mr. Chairman, that we will not lose 
this last chance of doing a little for this great Mis- 
Sissippt_river, which, in the present improved 
state of navigation, is actually a prolongation 
oF the sea; actually a communication with all 


parts of the world, in carrying our foreign com- | 


We 


merce, as well as our domestic commerce. 


Ope that that consideration will be sufficient to | 


ind, 


+ a. 2 « . 
tions, which have so often received the deliberate 


judgment of the House and of the Senate. ' 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Chairman,I did not 
ear the gentleman’s amendment read, nor do | 

know whatitis. 1 am, however, opposed to any 

amendment putting in these custom-houses. The 


ice the committee to legislate these apErepete: 


matter has been discussed so thoroughly here, that | 


presume the Elouse understands the merits of it 


| report eae 


as completely as itis possible for ittodo. Iam 
exceedingly anxious to get along with this bill, 
and therefore | hope the House will come to a vote 
on this matter as soon as possible. 


, 
i 


Mr. BENTON, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment to the amendment 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
amendment offered by the gentieman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Presron,] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers. 

‘Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pratr and 
Caskie were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
made reports by installments, understood to be— 
ayes 68, noes 66. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for a recount, if 
there is any doubt as to how the vote stands. 

Mr. PRATT, (one of the tellers.) There were 
sixty-eight in the affirmative and sixty-six in the 
negative, as near as I can make it out. 

Mr. PECK. I understand the tellers do not 


-Mr. PRATT. I will say to the House that it 
is impossible for tellers to keep a correct account, 
so long as members, after the votes in the affirm- 
ative and negative are announced, continue to come 
up and vote, one in the affirmative, another in the 


| negative, and a dozen at a time; some on one 


_ side, and some on the other. 


No man can keep 
an account under such circumstances. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to in- 
quire of the tellers if they are able to report? 

Mr. PRATT. I say that, as far as | can make 
it out, there were sixty-eight in the affirmative, 


| and sixty-six in the negative; but I cannot swear 


They have || 


to it. (Laughter. 

Mr. PRESTON. 
have not reported? 

The CHAIRMAN. They have made an 
equivocal report. ([(Laughter.] 

Mr. CASKIE, (one of the tellers.) I will state 
to the Chair that we did agree in our count; but 
that, in consequence of the confusion, we were 
not so absolutely certain as we should otherwise 
have been. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the vote stands 
sixty-eight in the affirmative, and sixty-six in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LATHAM. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 


I ask the Chair if the tellers 


For purchasing a lot on which to build a custom-house 
in San Francisco, California, $150,000. 


Mr. Chairman, I will say, in advance, that it is 


| a matter of great economy for the General Gov- 


ernment to buy a lot on which to build a custom- 
house in San Francisco. The Government is 
now paying $117,600 per annum for rent of the 
custom-house in San Francisco—as follows: for 
custom-house proper, we pay $2,000 per month 
rent, for gporaiser’s office, $1,800 per month, and 
for three ‘warehouses we pay $6,000 per month, 
amounting in all to $9,800 per month,or $117,600 
per annum in the way of rent, to collect the reve- 
nue in San Francisco. 

Now, then, Mr. Chairman, there has been some 
difficulty connected with the title to the lot in San 
Francisco on which it was proposed to build the 
custom-house. I am pleased to say that such dif- 
ficulty is now removed, and the General Govern- 
ment can secure a valid title to it by paying 
$150,000 to the State. The State set up a title to 
it, and | think there is no doubt entertained by any 
one that she had a large interest in it. The Legis- 
lature of California have recently passed an act 
ceding its interest to the General Government, 
upon the payment of the one half of its assessed 
value. Well, sir, the United States appraiser 
general, and the president of the board of State 
land commissioners, have fixed the value of the 
entire block proposed to be ceded as follows: The 
value of entire block at $500,000; the value of 
the leasehold interest of the United States at 
$200 ,000; and the interest of California at $300,000. 
Upon this question of the value of this block, let 


|} me call the attention of the House to the follow- 
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ing message of the Governor of California, and | 


two assessments inclosed to me by the Governor: 
Executive DEPARTMENT, ? 
Benicia, January 16, 1854. § 


To the Senate and Assembly of California: 
I bave the honor herewith to transmit 8 copy of a com 


munication from the Board of Caliiornia Land Commis- |, 
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property in the city of San Francisco, known as the **Cus 
tom-House Block ” 


The commissioners, it will be seen, estimate the 


vaiue 

1 ihe property, on which the General Government desire 
to erect a Custom-house, at S500,000 

It is proper here to state that this estimate is deemed by 

many well informed citizens as very reasonable, and t 


the property atany time would command a greater amount 


ih Cash at public sale 
’ 


Five hundr dt 
to be 


usand dollars is certain!) a large amount, 
it this Dine diverted from the means relied Upon to 
liquidate the debt of the State, and relieve our people from 
burdensome taxation, and I theretore Hope tat Ure 
tuterest in this valuable property will not be released by 


her sgents, until it ean be done without prejudice to the 


State's 


credit of the State of California and welfare ot the people. 

In view, also, of the fact that this property, by solemn 
acts of the Legislature, stands pledged tor existing State in 
debtedness, it 1s at least questionable whether, in justice to 
the creditors of the State, it can be donated to the General 
Government until the debt for which it has been pledged 
shall have been paid. 

A large amountof the existing deb', as is well known, 
Was incurred by the State in defending her people in the 
years 1850 and 1851 against hostile Indians, the aunual in 
terest upon which now amounts to the sum of $67,495 69, 

This debt, principal and interest, it is maintained, should, 
in justice to California, be assumed, in some form, during 
the present session of Congress. 

The assumption of the war debtand the restoration of the 
* civil fund ” would, it is believed, place the finances of the 
State in a condition to justify the donation of this property 
to the General Government, and still preserve inviolate the 
pledged faith ot the State. 

tut should Congress fail or refuse to sanction the just 
claims of the State, the agente of California, although anx 
ious in this matter to favor the General Government, and 
facilitate the erecuon of public buildings, will be compelled 
to carefully busband and judiciously apply all her resources 
until her entire indebtedness shall have been paid 

It is true that other States of the Confederacy have un 
conditionally released to the General Government their utle 
to property tor similar purposes, but there is no evidence 
that the property so released, as in this case, was of great 


| value, or that circumstances existed imperatively requiring 


the State to guard carefully her sources of revenue, and to 
apply the proceeds in payment of liabilities previously 
incurred. 

The history and condition of California are, indeed, px 
culiar. Herexigencies have hitherto been without parallel; 
and in legislating for her wants, it is, therefore, clear that 
we cannot be guided, in all cases, by precedents established, 
in the common course of events, in the other States of the 
Confederacy. 

It is deemed proper, in this connection, to state that the 
correspondence from the Secretary of the Treasury, in re 
gard to the property in question, addressed to the Execu- 
live, as stated in a communication presented to the Seuate 
on the 13th instant, has never been received by me. 

JOHN BIGLER. 


San Francisco, Carrrorsia, January 18, 1854. 

Sir: General Deuver’s’ favor, of date 16th January, is 
received, and we take pleasure in replying. 

Judging from the prices offered for similar property to the 
block bounded by Washington, Jackson, Sansome, and 
Battery streets, in this city, we think that block, with title 
undisputed and the immediate possession, would be well 
worth from five hundred and fifty thousand (3550,000) to 
six hundred and fifty thousand ($650,000) dollars 

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

PALMER, COOK & CO, 


| Hon. Joun Bieter, Governor of State of California. 


San Francisco, January 16, 1854. 

Sir: In answer to your inquiry as to the value of the 
block in this city bounded vy Jackson street on the north, 
Battery street on the east, Washington street on the south, 
and Sansome street on the west, we have to say, that, from 
actual sales, with perfect titles, around this property, it is 
worth at present, in round numbers, six hundred thousand 
doliare. Of course, if sold now, it would not bring the State 
that amount, in consequence of the lease of Palmer, Cook 
& Co. Remove all contheting claims, and it will readily 
bring the above-mentioned sum. 

Very respectfully, SELOVER & SINTON, 

Real Estate Auctioneers. 
Governor BIGLEeR. 

From these communications, it will appear that 
the assessment of theappraiser general of the Uni- 
ted States, and president of California land com- 
mission, is not atalllarge or extravagant. A more 
liberal donation has not been made by any State 
of the Union to the General Government for build- 
ing a custom-house. Why, eir,in 1832 the Gen- 
eral Government paid $19 35 per square foot for 
a loton which to build a custom-h use, in tne 
city of New York; in Boston $17 85 per square 
foot was paid, in 1837; and in Charleston, for the 
same purpose, in 1839, there was paid $6 65 per 
square foot. But in this instance the State of 
California gives to the General Government a 
valid title to a lot for building a custom-house, at 
the rate of less than two dollars per square foot. 
Why, but recently, for purchasing an assay office 
in New York city, we paid $535,000 for a lot 
but thirty-five feet on Wall street by eighty-five 
feet deep, or at the rate of $J18 per square foot. 
Now, then, here is a !ot in the very heart of the 
metropolis of the Pacific, amounting to an entire 


sioners, in relation to the present actual value of certain |! biock, and facing on four important streets, and in 
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the very midst of the business portion of that city, 
for which the Government will have to pay less 
than two dollars persquare foot. Ina few years 
it will he worth to the Government $3,000,000 or 
$4,000,000. Will this Flouse refuse to pay this 
small, beggarly sum tothe State of California, for 
iis interest in this lot, so generously conceded by 
“the terms of its legislative act to the Government? 
Why, we pay now a larger revenue in the Treas- 
ury than any State of the Union, excepting only 
New York. It is probable that Massachusetts 
may exceed us, but I doubtit. Is the Pacific 
coast, then, to be denied this custom-house, be- 
cause California will not give all its interest to the 
Genera! Government, after the lucid statement 
made of the case by the Governor in his message. 
You have already expended near $100,000 in 
piling this block; and, in addition to this loss, 
the General Government must continue to pay 
$117,600 per annum rent to collect the customs in 
San Francisco. Let us see if even this sum will 
be denied uf. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [t seems to me 
that it would be better for the gentleman to mod- 
ify his amendment so as to direct the Secretary of 
the ‘T'reasury to ascertain whether a lot in San 
Francisco can be purchased or not. Thedifficulty, 
L understand, in erecting a custom-house there, has 
been in procuring a site for it. Until wedo know 
what itis we can do, it seems to me that we are 
acting in the dark in making this appropriation for 
a site. The information, | suppose, could be ob- 
tained by the next session of Congress, which is 
now very close at hand, When we receive it, we 
can act understandingly. It is important that 
there should be a custom-house there, and there 
will be one there, no doubt, on a pretty large scale. 

Mr. LATHAM. Weean act advisedly now, 
because the Legislature of California has passed 
a law ceding all interest in the lot to the General 
Government on paymert of $150,000. That law 
has been signed by the Governor, and is now in 
the handa of the Secretary of the Treasury. There- 
fore it was I made this motion of amendment. 
The interest in the lot can only belong tothe Gen- 
eral Government. or the State, because it is below 
high water mark. It comes within purview of 
the law of Congress ceding overflowed lands to 
the State. ‘There is no doubtof title in the world. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to reduce 
the appropriation five dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, | know something of this sub- 
ject. This particular lot is one about which there 
is not the slightest difficulty, so far as the title is 
concerned, [twas recently appraised, by persons 
appointed for the purpose, at $300,000. The 
committee will understand that the State govern- 
mentof California has had some little difficulty 
about the titleto thissite. It was claimed by some 
that that State ought to give the General Govern- 
ment a site for the erection of this edifice. Cali- 
fornia could not see any justice in that claim; nor 
do I; but the Legislature, after fixing the title to 
the lot selected, agreed that the Federal Govern- 
ment should haveit. It was appraised, as I have 
said; and to show the liberality of that State, the 
Legislature agreed that the General Government 
should have the jot for half its appraised valua- 
tion 

Is California to have no custom-house? Already 
an attempt to purchase a lot for the purpose of 
building a custom-house there has resulted in 
heavy loss, in consequence of defective title. Now, 
when everything is perfect and complete; when the 
sum is half the valuation of the property; when it 
is indispensable to public uses that there should 
be an establishment of this description there above || 
all other places in the country, will this committee 
refuse to appropriate the sum requisite to secure 
the site? 

{ will state, further, that the Federal Govern- 
ment at this particular time is paying for build- || 
ings for its necessary uses an amount of rent || 
which would in two years complete this establish- 
ment. As a matter of economy and finance—l 
speak advisedly, as having been there, and as 
having daily knowledge of what was passing 
there—it is important that we should make dispo- | 
sition of this matter. I do trust that this committee 
will not hesitate to adopt the amendment of the 
gentleman from California; and | desire to with- 
draw the amendment which I have submitted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire \ 
of the gentleman from California if the Secretary || 
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of the Treasury desires the purchase of this lot, 
or that this appropriation should be made? Has 
he, in any communication made to the House, 
expressed such a desire? 

Mr. LATHAM. I will state, in reply to the 
gentieman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] that I 
am not authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make any statement in regard to the matter. 
I have had several conversations with the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury in relation to this subject, 
and it was in pursuance of my understanding 
of these conversations that I have offered this 
amendment. In a conversation which [ had 
about two months since, in connection with my 
colleague, with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
upon this subject, he expressed the desire at that 
time that the State should relinquish her interest, 
in order that we might go on with the building of 
a custom-house at San Francisco, if Congress 
would make the appropriation. Since that time 
the Legislature of California has passed a law 
ceding its interest to the General Government, 
upon condition that she receives $150,000. The 
law has been approved by the Governor, and | 
received an official communication by the last 
steamer that such is the fact. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I 


do not choose 


myself to throw any obstacles in the way of the | 


erection of a suitable custom-house at San Fran- 
cisco. But I do think, that we should proceed 
upon some recommendation, some data furnished 
to us by the Treasury Department, as to what 
they can do, and what it is desirable they shall 
do. Itis desirable at least that we should have 
something by way of data from the Secretary, 
upon which to base our action, that might go into 


| the documents of the country. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I 
my amendment. 

The question recurring upon Mr. Laruam’s 
amendment, 

Mr. LATHAM demanded tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Davis, of Indiana, and Per- 


now withdraw 


| kins, Of New York, were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes forty-eight; not a majority of a quorum. 

{Cries of ** Count the other side!’’} 

The CHAIRMAN. 


precedent set him, will ascertain whether there is 


| a quorum in the Hall or not. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. That is not 
the legitimate way of doing so. The roll should 
be called. 

Cries of ** Count the other side!’’ 
he CHAIRMAN. The tellers will resume 
their places, and take the vote. 

The tellers proceeded with the count, and re- 
ported—ayes 59, noes 46; no quorum voting. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will call the 


| roll. 


The roll was called; and the Speaker pro tempore 


| (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee) having resumed the 


chair, the Chairman of the committee reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| the Union had had under consideration the Union 


generally, and particularly the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, and having found itself 
without a quorum, had ordered the roll to be 
called, and directed him to report the following 
list of absentees: 


Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. 
Bailey, Ball, Banks, Bissell, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Bugg, 


The Chair, pursuing the | 


Carpenter, Caskie, Chase, Clingman, Craige, Culloin, Cut- | 
ting, Dean, Dent, Dick, Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, | 


Dunham, Edgerton, Edmundson, John M. Elliott, Etheridge, 


W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hiester, 
Howe, Johnson, J.Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kid- 


| Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Green, Grey, Grow, Sampson | 


well, Kittredge, Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lilly, Lyon, Mac- | 


donald, MeNair, McQueen, Maurice, Maxwell, Meacham, 


| Morgan, Morrison, Nichols, Olds, Packer, John Perkins, 


Phillips, Richardson, Robbins, Rogers, Sage, Seymour, 


| Shannon, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Sollers, Alexander 
| H. Stephens, 


Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
Tweed, Vail, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Warren, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, Yates, and Zollicoffer. 

One hundred and forty-eight members having 
answered to their names, the committee resumed 
its session. 


Mr. LATHAM. 


I ask the unanimous consent 


of the House to permit me to alter the verbiage in || 


the amendment which I offered. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Cali- | 


fornia has a right to modify his amendment. 
Mr. LATHAM. lalsoask leave of the House 





NAL GLOBB, 


| of the committee, state its substance. 








Mr. HOUSTON. I think the better plan wi 
be to allow the amendment to go in, and let itt 
voted upon in the House. m 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Here is , let: 
from the Secretary of the Treasury to the Finay : 
Committee of the Senate which I ask may 
read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman w 
allow the amendment to go in, and have it acr¢ 
upon in the House. - 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Laruam wy 
then read, as follows: . _— 


For purchasing a site for the custom-house at 
cisco, California, a sum not exceeding $150,000, 


The letter of the Secretary of the Treasury was 
then read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, June 12. 1854 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose, for the information ’ 
the Committee on Finance, copies 

1. Of a letter from Governor Bigler, of California, Witha 
certified copy of an act of that State, providing for the re 
linquishment to the United States, on certain conditions.» 
the title of the State to the square of ground in San Fra 
cisco which had been selected for the site of the hew cy, 
tom-house, and on which a large sum has been expended 
by the United States to prepare the ground for said bui) 

2. A letter from R. P. Hammond, collector of the dist. 
of oan Francisco, onthe subject of the expediency of the 
Government’s taking the property on the terms demangu 
by the State, and paying the sums necessary to quiet the 
tite and obtain immediate possession. “3 

3. A letter from S.J. Bridge, general appraiser for the pa. 
cific coast, and also one of the arbitrators named in the ae 
of the State, giving his opinion of the value of the squ ; 
and of its adaptation to the uses of the Government, 

In this connection I must ask your attention to my letter 
to you of the 22d March Jast,in which [alluded to the large 
outlay already made on this ground ; the doubt existing as 
to the title, under which the work was directed to be aus 
pended ; the delay which thereby results to the contractor. 
for which he may claim compensation, and the annuyaj 
rents now paid in San Francisco, for Government pur 
poses. Under the impression, at the date of that letter, that 
California would not release her title to this property, [ sup. 
gested the propriety of an appropriation sufficient to enabje 
the Department to purchase another property, with build 
ings already upon it, for the accommodation of the cnstom- 
house, and other public establishments. The two propo- 
sitions are now before the committee, and they will be abje 
to determine which it will be most judicious to adopt. 

The condition in the act of California which subjects the 
ground to perpetual appropriation as the site of the custom 
house and other Government buildings, and forfeits it to the 
State if otherwise disposed of, or sold, is a grave objection 
to the terms prescribed, and would, moreover, prevent the 
Department, under the joint resolution of 11th September, 
1841, from making the purchase unless special authority be 
given for such purchase. Looking, however, at the sub 
jectin every point of view—the delay which has already 
taken place, the need of the accommodation proposed, and 
the perhaps larger expenditure which must be incurred if 
the Government abandon the contract, and goes elsewhere, 
I feel bound to say that I think it will be for the public ad- 
vantage, notwithstanding the objectionable restriction re- 
ferred to, to accede to the terms demanded, and go on with 
the custom-house as it has been commenced. 

I must refer, also, to my letter to you of the 29th Decem- 
ber last, which inclosed a letter from Messrs. Hammond 
and Bridge, recommending an appropriation of 375,000 for 
building an appraiser’s store on the custom-house lot, 

It will be perceived that Mr. Hammond recommends an 
appropriation for the purpose of compromising with certain 
persons who claim title toor occupy portions of the lot, and 
thereby quieting the title and obtaining present possession. 
But I cannot think—as these claimants are merely lessees, 
and the terms of the lease will expire in November next— 
that anything more is necessary than to pay for the improve- 
ments of those who may have taken possession without 
claim to title. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. R. M. T. HUNTER, 
Chairman Committee on Finance, U. S. Senate. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I withdraw all 
objection to tue amendment. 


he question was then taken upon Mr. La- 
THAM’s amendment; and it was agreed to. 


Mr. SINGLETON. Loffer the following amend- 
ment: 

For building a marine hospital at Vicksburg, State of 
Mississippi, $55,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that amendment until we get through 
with the custom-houses. I believe there are three 
more items yet to be disposed of. Let us get 
through with them first. 

Mr. SINGLETON. 
ment for the present. 

Mr. PRESTON. I desire to move an amend- 
ment, but before doing so I will, with the ia. 
t is 
proposition reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means in their bill recommending appropria- 
tions for custom-houses, and placing guards around 


Sune 2}, 


ay be 


j 


U 


San Fran. 


ding, 


are, 


| withdraw the amend- 


to have the letter of the Secretary read, which I |; the expenditure of the money contained in the 


send up to the Clerk’s desk. 


said appropriations, making certain rules and 
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ns to be observed in such expenditures. 


peoulatl 
no desire to prevent these guards from 


ye ft ° ’ 
thrown around these appropriations; but, on 
- ‘ue contrary, | desire to see the proviso reported by 
Committee of Ways and Means added to the 


rm mendment which has just been adopted, by 
cs hich these custom-house appropriations have 
. on ingrafted on the bill. 1 presume this amend- 
“ted ent will meet the views of the chairman of the 


mittee of Ways and Means, because I un- 
Was erst at 
yiso to the appropriation for the Richmond 


etom-house. I myself see nothing objectionable 


Wag mel 
ave read. 
The amendment was read as follows: 


n of provided, That none of the moneys appropriated for any 

‘ding in and by this act, or by any former act, and now 
itha remainng unexpended, shall be used or applied for the pur 
pr oa nentioned in this act by the Secretary of the TTeas- 


vey, until a valid title to the land for the site of such building, | 
ra each case, shall be vested in the United States, and until | 


Cus ene State in Which such building is to be completed shall in 
i ‘oo form. and in a manner that shall bind such State, re 


ease and surrender to the United States jurisdiction over | 


trict roe site of such building; and shall also duly release and 
the vei nquish to the United States the right to tax or in any way 
ded assess anid site, Or the property of the United States that 
the may be thereon, during the time that the said United States 

shall be or remain the owner thereof. And that none of the 


Pa- said moneys appropriated for any building by this act, or | 
act S eretofore appropriated for the purposes mentioned, and | 


are, now remaining unexpended, shall be used or applied for 

the purposes for which they are appropriated, unless the 
ther same shall be sufficient in each case to complete the build- 
irge ing in such case fully, and entirely accomplish the object 
yas for which the appropriation in this act is made. 
sus Secretary of the ‘Treasury is hereby prohibited from using 


ur he shall approve for the completion of the entire building 
hat and work in such case, at a sum not exceeding the sum of 
ug the moneys appropriated and unexpended in such case. 
able And the said Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into no 

tract, either conditional or final, for the purposes men 

ned in this act, which shall involve an expenditure in 
any one case beyond the sums appropriated and remaining 
unexpended for such case; and in all cases where such un- 
expended appropriations shall be insufficient to complete 





the the entire work in such care, the said Secretary of the Treas- 
Mr ury shall suspend all action in reference thereto, and shall 
the report to Congress on the first day of its session, the condi 

10n tion of the work in such case, and shall at the same time 
the lay before Congress such plans and estimates as, in his judg- 
Mer, ment, shall be proper for the completion of the building 


and work in such case. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


adding as followe: 





I move to amend the bill by 


ad- For improving and repairing the room in the custom- 
house at Savannah, used as the post office, $1,000. 


Mr. S. said: In explanation of the amendment, 
= | ask the reading of the letter which I send to the 


nd Clerk’s desk. 

lor The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

an Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, June 19, 1854, 

ain Sin: In answer to your note transmitting a letter from 

nid the postmaster of Savannah. Georgia, I have to state, that 

m. ithas, as | am informed, been usual in fitting up buildings 
03, to serve the double purposes of custem-houses and post 
[— offices, to finish the interior portions designed for each pur- 
ye. pose, and to place in them all the permanent fixtures suit- 
yut able for each branch of business, including desks, counters, || 


tables, and letter and paper cases. The part of the building 


assigned to the post office in Savannah, so far froin having | 


| 
heen 


lurnished with the permanent fixtures above-men- 
honed, was not even floored, and it is now without a floor, 

although all the rooms occupied by the custom-house have 

been floored. This, the postmaster has justly complained 

ll ue has not been in the power of the Department to 
lhe only fand provided by law for the administration of 
the respective post offices, is derived from commissions 
and box rents. At Savannah, these are insufficient to af- 
lord the maximum compensation to the postmaster which 
d- thelaw permits ; and he could not, therefore, floor and fitup 
his office, without diminishing his compensation to the ex- 

. tent of his outlay. He estimates that one thousand dollars 
ot Would be sufficient for the purpose, and [ think it just and 


reasonable that that amount should be reappropriated out 
i of the unex 


oh ae custom-house, which passed into the surplus 
> ac 
ee [ am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ret JAMES CAMPBELL, | 
Ho Postmaster General. | 
d- n.JaMes L. Sewarp, House of Representatives. 
, - Clerk proceeded with the reading of the 
d- .~ 
nt Mr. HOUSTON. I move, by instruction of the | 
x Ommittee of Ways and Means, to amend by 
ne ° ‘ 
ys — ‘"serting after the custom-house appropriations | 
a- > the following: 
nd ‘To complete the eustom-house at Richmond, Virginia 
ie $150,000, 





The balance of the amendment is similar to the 


and he has been instructed to report such a | 


» this proviso, and [ therefore offer the amend- | 
+ which I send to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to | 


And the | 


tor S 6or applying any of the moneys aforesaid in any one case, | 
Mal until be shall have made a contract with such security as | 


pended balance of the appropriation for the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


amendment of my friend from Kentucky, which 
has been adopted by the committee. 

Mr. PRESTON. I suggest to the gentleman 
that, by unanimous consent, his amendment might 
be inserted before the proviso just adopted. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is not necessary | 
to repeat the conditions of this amendment with 
the other also in the bill, but let the same con- 
ditions apply to each. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My friend from Tennessee 
will see that this is a distinct amendment, and re- 
quires a distinct vote in the House, and | have 
therefore reported it as the committee instructed 
me. 


Mr. PRESTON. I think that we had better 
not repeat the amendments in the same lan- 
guage. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- 
TON’s amendment; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania. 
following amendment: 


i offer the 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, 
directed, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to apply such sui as in bis opinion may be 
necessary to complete the building for the custom-bouse, 
post office and court house in the city of Pittsburg, Peuo 
sylvania, to furnish such building in a manner appropriate 
to its uses, and to the improvement of the grounds attached 
to said building; and also to pay the two comunissioners 
who superintended the construction of the said building 
such compensation as the said Secretary shall deem just, 
not to exceed three dollars a day each, provided that the 
sum as aforesaid to be so expended by the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury shall not exceed the sum now remaining unex 
pended of appropriations heretofore made on the said 
building. 


This amendment has passed the committee 
every time it has been introduced hitherto. It 
asks no additional money whatever. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
Secretary of the Treasury power to expend as 
much money as he pleases? 

Mr. RITCHIE. It confines the Secretary 


|| within the original appropriation; and after all 


|| this has been done, there will still be a large bal- 
ance left in the Treasury unexpended. 

The question was taken upon Mr. Ritcnie’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


The following clause was then read: 


For the annual repairs and fixtures of custom-houses of 

| the United States, $25,000. 
Mr. PHELPS. [am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: After the word ‘States,’’ to 


| **$30,501 59; and, at the end of the clause, to 
insert the following: 


For alteration and repairs of the custom-house at Balti- 

more heretofore made, and for rent of rooms during the re- 

| pairs on said building, such sum as may, by the Secretary 

| of the Treasury, be deemed reasonable and proper, said 
| amount not to exceed $5,501 59. 


The amendment I have offered explains itself. 
[t is to pay for repairs that were made upon the 
custom-house at Baltimore, and to pay for rent of 
|| a room used while repairs were being made upon 
| that building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HAVEN. I propose to offer an amend- 
ment, for which, however, | have not the sanction 
_of the Committee of Ways and Means. All that 
1 desire to say in regard to it is, that it is for the 
urchase of the assay office in the city of New 
Yo. I have no particular desire about it, but I 
|| think it right that it should be oomeaes of along 
|| with these custom-houses that are before the com- 
| mittee. I desire to offer my amendment now, 
| without making any argument about it, one way 
or the other. 

Mr. HENN. Before the gentleman from New 
York offers his amendment, | would ask him to 
| yield me the floor, to enable me to offer an amend- 
|| ment, which it is proper should come in along 
} with the custom-houses. 

Mr. HAVEN. I withhold my amendment for 
|| a moment. 


|| Mr. HENN. 
| 





Then I propose the amendment 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 
The amendment was reported, as follows: 


To complete the marine hospital at Cleveland, Ohio, 
|| $25,000 ; 
To complete the marine hospital at St. Louis, Missouri, 
$10,000 ; 
To complete the marine hospital at Chicago, Illinois, 
28,000 ; 
To complete the marine hospital at Louisville, Kentucky, 
$12,500 ; 





Does it give the | 


strike out ‘*$25,000,’’ and insert in lieu thereof | 
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To complete the marine hospital at Paducah, Kentucky, 
$5,000 ; 

To complete the marine hospital at Evansville, Indiana, 
£2000 - 


To complete the marine hospital at San Francisco, Cali 
fornia, $40,000; and 


fo construct @ marine hospital at Burlington, lowa, 
$15,000. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I raise a question of order 
30 far as this amendment is concerned. It is this: 
the latter part of the amendment of the gentleman 
from lowa applies to the commencement of a new 
marine hospital. Therefore, it is not in order in 
this bill, there not being authority of law to initi- 
ate such works. 

The CHAIRMAN. That being the state of 
facts, the Chair decides that the amendment of the 
gentieman from lowais outof order. Thiscommit- 
tee has no right to originate the building of any 
new marine nospital. 

Mr. HENN. [I would reply that this is merely 
an amendment containing appropriations passed 
by the Senate in the deficiency bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from 
lowa state whether there is any new building pro- 
vided for in his amendment? 

Mr. HENN. I must confess there is. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair rules the 
amendment out of order. 
| Mr. HAVEN. I desire now to offer my 
| amendment. 

Mr. SINGLETON addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
York (Mr. Haven] has the floor. He only yielded 
it temporarily to the gentleman from lowa. 

Mr. HAVEN. Ifthe amendment which the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Sincieron] de- 
sires to present has reference to custom-houses, 
it is proper that he should have the floor first. 

Mr. SINGLETON. §Itrelates to a marine hos- 
vital. 

Mr. HAVEN. The gentleman’s amendment 
does not relate to custom-houses. Therefore I 
desire to offer my amendment here. 

Mr. HENN. Lunderstand that the Chair has 
entertained a motion just now which provides for 
the purchase of a lot at San Francisco to build a 
custom-house thereon. There was no provision 
of law previously to this time for the purchase of 
that lot. Now, 1 want to know by what authority, 
| under the rules, that amendment was presented 
and entertained, while that submitted by me is 
ruled out of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is eufficient for the 
Chair to state in reply to the question of the gen- 
tleman from lowa, that there was no question of 
order raised on the ameudment submitted by the 
gentleman from California, [Mr. Larnam,] but 
that there has been a question of order raised on 
that introduced by the gentleman from lowa. 

Mr. HAVEN. Inow submit my amendment. 

The amendment was reported, as follows: 


‘‘Por the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 
| appurtenances and the buildings thereon belonging, the one 
thereof tothe Bank of Commerce, and the other thereot to 
| the Bank of the State of New York, and particularly re- 
ferred to and described in two contracts, one with each of 
said banks, for the leasing and right to purchase the same, 
bearing date the 19th of August, 1853, $530,000: Provided, 
| That before the said purchase is completed, the State of 
New York shall cede to the United States jurisdiction over 
| said land and property, and shall by law exonerate the same, 
and the property of the United States thereon, from all 
taxes, levies, and assessments thereon, whilst the same re- 
mains the property of the United States.”’ 
Mr. HAVEN. I think that the committee 
understands this matter sufficiently well, without 
| any suggestions from me. It is, therefore, unne- 
cessary that I should take up the time of the 
| committee in relation to this matter. Itis fully 
| explained in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, who has asked for the appropriation. 
The committee has not forgotten what has taken 
place heretofore on the we nor has the com- 
mittee, | presume, overlooked what is stated in 
the little book which is on the table called * Fi- 
nances.”’ I understand that the granting of this 
appropriation will be a clear gain to the Treasury 
| of some two or three hundred thousand dollars. 
The rent we are now paying, $56,000 a year for 
the two houses, is more than the interest at six 
per cent. upon the amount here proposed to be 
appropriated. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I would ask the gentle- 
man from New York if the Committee of Ways 
and Means have recommended this appropriation ? 


| Mr. HAVEN. Im answer to the question, I 
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will say that I stated tothe [louse when IJ first 
: charged with the recommenda- 


tion fre no committee, although, when it was 
offered to the deficiency bill, | was instructed to 
au 80 

Mr. CHANDLER. It does not belong to this 


part of the bil 

Mr. HAVEN. That is for this committee to 
judge. [tis in order as an amendment to this bill, 
if it is in Order to legislate upon the subject at all. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I asked the honorable 
gentleman from New York whether the amend- 
ment was recommended by the Committee of 
Waysand Means? He answers that it was not. 
I think the matter had better be passed over, as 
no inconvenience will result from doing so. | 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 appreciate the advice of my 
friend from Pennsylvania, and have no doubt itis 
well intended, but | much prefer to follow the dic 
tates of my own judgment. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I was not advising the 
gentleman, but the House. ([Laughter.] 

Mr. ROBBINS. I entirely concur with my 
colleague,” [Mr. CHANDLER. ] 

Mr. FLORENCE. And apprehend that this | 
committee will do #o too. 

Mr. DE WITT. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by reducing the amount fivedollars. Ihave 
Eaiaal is the debate upon this subject with a 
great deal of attention, but, thus far, in silence. 
Sir, | regret only the necessity of this debate, be- 
cause | regret that there is a custom-house upon 
the face of the earth. But still, sir, while it is 
the policy of this Government to raise ite revenues 
by imposte, I shall vote for theerection and main- 
tenance of suitable custom-houses, wherever they 
are necessary. I have learned that when the act 
was passed at the Inst session of Congress for 
the establishment of an assay office in the city of 
New York, and which was approved by the Presi- 
dent a year ago last March, the Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to carry that act into 
effect. I confess | have admired the skill, care, 
and economy which was manifested by that offi- 
cer In carrying that act into effect, and, as a prac- 
tical man, | am ata loss to understand why the 
appropriation is withheld. Certainly economy 
does not prompt it. 

To what part of the city of New York can you 
go where you will find a location so well fitted for 


| ment, and [ hope it will be adopted. 


the purpose of an assay office as this which has || 


been selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
and fer so little money? If an assay office is to 

be established in the city of New York at all, the | 
location chosen is a good one. I wish the assay | 
office were to be located in this city. But Con- | 
gress has thought proper to locate it elsewhere; | 
and, therefore, | do hope, from motives of econ- 
omy, and in view of the wants and condition of | 
the great commercial city of New York, and in 

view of the benefit which is to accrue to the peo- | 
ple who have so much to do with the dealt Wilco, 

that this appropriation will be made, and that the | 
great work will be carried forward. 

! admire the location; I admire the plan pro- | 
posed by the Secretary of the Treasury, because | 
it saves money. Sir, we are paying much more | 
than the interest upon the money it is proposed to 
expend in the purchase, The rent which you are | 
paying would, in the fifteen years, amount to | 
much more than the cost of the site. The prop- 
erty will sell at any time; it would sell to-day at | 
a profit. 
the city of New York, to go and see this location; | 
and | think the Secretary of the Treasury has 
done right in making the selection. 
amendment will be odsoeal 

Mr. HAVEN. Did [ understand the gentle- 
man fram Massachusetts as being in favor of the 
adoption of my amendment? 

Mr. DE W. fry Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I will not make any re- 
marks in opposition to the gentleman’s amend- 
ment. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I am epposed to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- | 
setts, because [ do not see any necessity of re- 
ducing this appropriation, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must state to 
the gentleman from Virginia that the gentleman 
from New York has approved the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, 

Mr. SMITH. [think the Chair is mistaken. 
The gentleman from New York rose to oppose | 





the amendment; but when he found the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was in favor of the original 
amendment, he did not oppose it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must decide 
that no further debate is in order. The gentleman 
from New York rose in opposition to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and it 
was not necessary that he should have spoken five 
minutes to have exhausted the privilege of debate 
under the rule. 

Mr. SMITH. I understood the gentleman 
from New York as being in favor of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HAVEN. The amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts was to reduce the appro- 
priation, and certainly | was opposed to it. 

Mr. DE WITT, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. SMITH. I now move to amend, by in- 
creasing the appropriation one dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, | have made up my mind to go 
for the armendment of the gentleman from New 
York; and as [| shall probably have no oppor- 
tunity to state why | have thus made up my mind 
in the House, because I suppose the matter will 
be disposed of there under the operation of the 
previous question, I take this opportunity of 
stating now the reasons why I shall go for it. 

We havea very large amount of money on hand 
in the Treasury, which is lying unproductive— 
paying us no interest whatever. Now, sir, un- 
der the contract which I understand has been made, 
for the lease of this property for fifteen years, we 
shall pay annually interest equal to ten per cent. 
upon the money necessary to purchase the prop- 
erty. If this amount be appropriated, the prop- 
erty is purchased, and the interest is at once ex- 
tinguished, instead of paying ten per cent., as we 
are now doing. As a financial measure, therefore, 
whatever may have been my opinion as to the | 
propriety of the original contract, | hold it to be 
our duty to support the amendment. Looking at 
the matter in this light, I shall vote for the amend- 


Mr.McMULLIN. I am not disposed to attack 
the Administration, or any member of it. I con- | 
fess, however, that | am opposed to my colleague’s | 
amendment, as well as to the custom-house amend- || 
ment which has been adopted by the committee. | 
{ am perfectly willing to vote legitimate appropri- | 
ations to Cincinnati, Louisville, and St. Louis; | 
but I cannot yield my assent to appropriations for 
the construction of buildings merely to beautify 
and adorn those cities. Let me tell the committee | 
a fact within my own knowledge. There was made || 
an appropriation of $50,000 to purchase a site, and 
erect a custom-house at Norfolk, and that amount 
was amply sufficient for the purpose. 

1 am told by the chairman of the Committee 


| of Ways and Means that the whole amount ap- | 


| took the pains, the last time I was in |) 


I hope the |} 


| there; yet Congress is called on to make most exor- 


propriated to the Norfolk custom-house, was 
$110,000. The last appropriation was $50,000. 
Perhaps | may be in error; but the argument is |! 
the same. If $110,000 be sufficient to purchasea 
site, and construct a custom-house at Norfolk, 
why is it necessary to appropriate $200,000 each 
to Cincinnati, Louisville, and St. Louis for cus- 
tom-houses? 

Gentlemen have the idea that it is necessary | 

our custom-houses should be built fire-proof. | 
ca them be fire-proof; but to make them so it is 
not necessary that they should be built of fine | 
marble, at an enormous expense.  Fire-proof | 
buildings can be constructed of brick, and there 
ig no necessity for the hauling from a great distance 
of marble, or granite, for their construction. 

But [ must say, in all candor, that ] think the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in his estimates on 
these custom-houses, has far exceeded what was 
required for the completion of buildings. Go to 
the custom-house at St. Louis. The foundation || 
has not been laid, and there is only an excavation 


bitant appropriations, more extravagant than ever 
before made, in reference to this particular class of | 
buildings. My word for it, that gentlemen on 
this side of the House, who support these ap- 
propriations, will perceive, when it is too late, that 
they are held responsible for them. 

I hope when we are called to vote on these ap- | 
propriations in the House, that they may be voted | 
down. Their adoption will hazard the bill, and 
thus stop the wheels of the Government. I for |; 
one am willing to shoulder the responsibility of || 


_ Sune 1, 


defeating the bill, if it is to be loaded down 

















vu a 
these amendments. Gentlemen around ion = what 
that they are willing to do so also. Thig Jeojs. appl 
tion does not suit me or my constituents. Wy. Ae Th! 
gentlemen come to give a record vote, | think +), New 
appropriations will all be voted down. They... of W 
feated the deficiency bill; and they will jeonay... shoul 
the passage of the one under consideration i 
adopted. IL hope on the record vote every ven. é onne 
man may be in his place. With a full House y, ernm 
can vote them down, and with a full House | ho,, tion | 
we may do so. * use tl 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, then withdrey, };, for 8 
amendment. . Phils 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the Committee le 
rise. matte 
Cries of ** Oh, no!’’] the ( 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move then to reduces), has | 
appropriation one dollar. Trea 
1 do not desire to make factious opposition , econ 
this large appropriation. ‘The sentiment of 1), M 
| committee, and of the House itself, has been ¢;. for t 
pressed already this session against this amen. tlemi 
'ment. I madea motion that the committee ;i:. this 
and I desire the committee to understand that », omy 
ote in doing so was, that we might take up this for | 
| Subject to-morrow morning, when we may hay; mon 
a fuller expression by the committee upon this men 
| subject than we can get at this time. [| woy\ p ized 
have greatly preferred that the appropriation ha) ish 
been submitted under a recommendation of thy wit 
| Committee of Waysand Means. Thatis anothe tren 
reason, independently of the reasons before given, A 
with which this House and committee are familia. gyli 
why this appropriation ought not to be made. sho} 
Mr. HOUSTON. [ hope the gentleman from not 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Fiorence] will not subm gay 
the motion that the committee rise. If gentleme, of t 
do not take up the time in offering too many as 
amendments, we may beable to get toa vote upon frie 
the bill by yeas and nays to-morrow morning tle | 
The Committee of Ways and Means at one tine \ 
recommended the ucaieaten now offered by the this 
gentleman from New York, (Mr. Haven,] and «: and 
| that time I voted for it. I believe it is the best of S phi 
the alternatives presented, but I do not intend we 
move it again in this bill. Ap] 
The question was then taken upon Mr. Fior- Yo 
ENCE’s amendment; and it was rejected. ur 
Mr. HUGHES. I propose to increase the a)- frie 
propriation one dollar. by 
It was not my intention to have made any re- go 
marks upon the subject of this appropriation, | ye 
should have left it for gentlemen representing the int 
city of New York to speak upon this subject. 9 A! 
Living, as I do, far in the interior, and in are: of 
mote district of that State—one of those districts | 
in which residents of the city of New York say = let 
the citizens scarcely know enough to dodge the 5 (tal 
omnibuses that thread the streets of New York, of 
I feel no immediate or particular interest in this s 6 
appropriation. | am eminently national, so fares pr 
my feelings are concerned; and if gentlemen of wi 
the city of New York do not see fit to take care su 
of their interests in this particular, [ am willing th 
to aid them in doing so. a 
I do not see the necessity of the overweening tr 
anxiety manifested upon the part of my friends S (a 
from Pennsylvania upon this subject. [ canno! 5 | 
understand it at all. Every time any one his = 6 ?P 
spoken in favor of this assay office in New York, er 
gentiemen from Pennsylvania have seen fit tooo & 
ject. Is there to be a monopoly in these matters’ ; 
If there is, it is time the country knew it, and !t , 6€«d 
| is time that New York knewit, and actedaccors- tk 
ingly. 1, for one, am willing, in all the great 0 
interests of Pennsylvania, not to call upon the 0 
gods for assistance, but to put ourown shoulders ‘ 
to the wheel and assist her in the matter, and ex: 5 
tend to her the same kindness and courtesy which » il 
I would see exercised towards the State of New ‘ 
‘| York. ; 7 
It has been said that this amendment does n° a 
come as a recommendation from the Committe ti 
of Ways and Means. But this matter is f 
brought before the committee now for the first ume. : 
It was recommended to this committee by the Com- ; 
mittee of Ways and Means. It was acted upon 
and received the indorsement of the House, as" 
has also received the recommendation ol wr i 
Secretary of the Treasury. It has been caile® ; 
an eminently wise and just appropriation. W bys ‘ 
then, do the gentlemen of this committee hesita'e ’ 


in approving it? Is it because Pennsylvania pu's 





°° 


tee 


ie 







1854. 


a ee j 
In whose name, and by 


rizht, does Pennsylvania protest against this 
yristion ? 

This building for the assay office in the city of 

vew York is now held by lease. Itis an object 

wisdom and economy that the Government 

| own it; own it not only for the purposes 

; assay Office, but also for other purposes 

nected with the interests of the Federal Gov- 

j in nt. Economy points the way, and the ques- 

son is, will this committee follow? Or will they 

se the misguided judgments of those who, I fear, 

. selfish ends, seek to have an assay office in 
Philadelphia, and in Philadelphia alone? 
~ Teall on this committee, then, to look upon this 

atter as one which has been recommended by 
che Committee of Ways and Means, and which 
has been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Look upon it in the light of a wise || 
economy, and pass this appropriation. 

Mr. CHANDLER. [I rejoice, Mr. Chairman, 
for the sake of his people, that the honorable gen- 
‘leman on my right {Mr. Hueunes] has uttered, on 

floor, the word ‘*economy,’’ ‘‘ true econ- 
omy.” Hesays there seems to be a monopoly 
for Pennsylvania. A monopoly! Why, sir, the 
money which is spent by the National Govern- 
ment on the city of New York would have real- 
ized the promise of the Incas of Peru to the Span- 
ish conqueror; it would have ee Broadway 
with gold ingots from the harbor up to its ex- 
tremest point. 

And while they talk of this monopoly, Penn- 
sylvania has voted that the city of New York 
should have an assay office. Pennsylvania does 

task to recall the vote which the last Congress 
cave for the assay office; but she asks gentlemen | 
of this House, she asks gentlemen who speak here | 
as national Representatives—as my honorable | 
riend [Mr. Hucues] says he does—to look a lit- 
tle to economy. 

We were told, on the floor of this House, that 
this building should not cost more than $100,000; 
and when it was stated that the Mint in Philadel- 
phia—a large marble building—had cost $250,000, 
we were sneered at asa sort of spendthrifts. An | 
appropriation of $100,000 was asked for this New 
York assay office; and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury—whose economy has heen lauded by my 
friend on my left, [Mr. De Wirt,] and hinted at 
by my friend on. my right, [Mr. Huaues)]—has 
gone and taken the ground—though he has not 
yet built the house—at an annual expense of the 
interest of more than two millions of dollars. 
And we are talked to of economy, of monopoly, 
of national feeling ! 

Sir, I say let them keep what they have got; 
let them keep their assay office, and all that per- 
tains to it; but let the Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States know that this Congress does 
not sit still without expressing one word of re- 
proof, or---what is more fora man of feeling— | 
without a silence which condemns such an as- | 
sumption of power; that they cannot sit still and 
thus appear not to rebuke him for his interference 
in behaif of a monopoly which should pour the | 
treasures of the nation, as it does the influence 
and patronage of the nation, into the lap of one 
city. I come hereto ask nothing for Philadel- | 
phia; I ask nothing for her; but I ask not to be 
sneered at, when millions of the public treasure 
are wasted on that city. 
_ And we are told that the question of economy 
is involved in this measure. I should blush upon 
the floor of this House if I could stand here, 
or sit here, and hear such sentiments as those | 
offered, and not denounce them in tones such | 
as my feeble voice can give utterance to. We | 
should let the Secretary of the Treasury of the | 

nited States know that Congress is not to be | 
made the mere recorder of his will and contracts. | 
Nothing can take away the establishment of the 
assay office from New York; and no one desires || 
to do it. But men on this floor do desire to 
Say to that public servant, ‘‘ You have gone 
far beyond the law, far beyond the customs of | 
the Department, far beyond what was spoken of 
by the friends of the measure, or denounced by | 
its enemies, far beyond what you were author- 
ized to do by Congress.” And now, sir, I say 
let the matter rest for a time as it is; let the amend- 
ment be rejected; let things stand as they are; let 
the country see that a wrong has been done, and 
though we cannot stop it now, though we cannot | 


, protest against it? 








| this question in an improper spirit. 


undo the work, we can prevent an extension or 
repetition of the evil. There must be some limits 
to this extraordinary exercise of power. We 
can say, ** Thus far shalt thou go, and no further.”’ 
The question was then taken on Mr. Huaues’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I 


desire to offer an amend- 


| ment in the shape of a proviso. 


The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Provided, however, That no part of this appropriation is 
to be used, until the Secretary of the Treasury has entered 
inlo a negotialion with the lessors of the lot in question 40 
get rid of said lease, and also has ascertained upon what 


| terms said lease can be disposed of, and has reported the re 


sult of said negotiation to the next session of Congress. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I do 


not desire to discuss 
I will only 
state, what is well known to this body, that at the 
last session of Congress $100,000 was appropria- 


| ted for the purpose of establishing an assay office 


in the city of New York. Not only has that sum 
been expended, but a contract was made to ex- 
pend $560,000 more for the purpose of purchasing 


| buildings and grounds. 


The object proposed to be accomplished by my 


| amendment is to require the Secretary to inquire 


and see if he cannot dispose of this contract, and 
purchase a site somewhere else at a much more 
reasonable rate. If that proviso is adopted, it will 


| savesome two or three hundred thousand dollars to 


the Government. 
I wish to say that it is not from any selfish feel- 
ing in reference to New York that | have offered 


| the amendment, but because I desire to save this 


money to the Treasury of the United States. 
Mr. CUMMING. | do not consider this a sub- 
ject for the display of eloquence upon either side; 


for gentlemen will have better opportunities for | 


that purpose. For my own part, | do not uphold 
he took in New York. 
of it we ought to do so. 


of dollars and cents. 


I think if we can get rid 
But it is a mere matter 


This lease, of which so much has been said, is | 


for fifteen years, at an annual rent of $56,000. At 
the end of the fifteen years, accerding as the mat- 
ter stands now, we would have neither the land 
nor the buildings we might put upon it. If we 
should purchase this property for $520,000, which, 
I believe, it is offered for, we shall not only have 


it for fifteen years, but we shall have it for all | 


time to come. If the appropriation be not made, 


|| we shall not only pay more than we are asked to 
| appropriate now, 


mut at the end of fifteen years 
we shall have to pay hundreds of thousands of 
dollars more to secure the property. It isa mere 
matter of dollars and cents; and | do not see how 


any man who wishes to consult economy can 


object to the amendment. 
r. DAWSON. But the Secretary had no 
authority to make the contract. 
Mr. CUMMING. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury had full authority to lease a lot of ground for 


es of an assay office. 


r. DAWSON. For how long? 

Mr. CUMMING. For an unlimited time, or 
at least for fifteen years. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I ask for tellers upon my 
amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dawson and 
CAMPBELL were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 56. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move that the 
committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the Chairman 
(Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had fad the 
Union generally under consideration, and particu- 
larly the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Assury Dicxiws, Esq., their Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had passed 
bills of the following titles: 


the | 


S. No. 376. An act to improve the naval ser- | 


vice; 

S. No. 408. An act supplementary to an act enti- 
tled an ** Act to amend an act entitled ‘ An act to 
provide for the better security of the lives of pas- 


sengers on board vessels propelled in whole or in I 
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the cies of the Treasury in the lease which || 


1471 


part by steam, and for other purposes,’ approved 
August 30, 1852:-"’ and 
S.No. 410. Anact for the relief of James Dixon. 


In which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the House. ] 


Mr. MURRAY. I move that the House do 
now adjourn 
The motion was agreed to; and thereupon t 


House (at half past three o’clo k) adjourned till 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, June 22, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Suicer. 
‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a peti- 
tion of the half and mixed breed Miami Indians, 
praying that their annuities, which have been dis- 
continued, may be restored to them, with the 
arrearages which have accrued; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLAY presented a petition of inhabitants 
of Huntsville, Alabama, praying a reduction of the 
rates of ocean postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented resolutions passed 
at a meeting of citizens of New Castle county, 
Delaware, remonstrating against the ratification 
of any treaty with Great Britain, by which the 
agricultural interests of the country would be 
sacrificed; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GWIN. I present the memorial of John 
Charles Frémont, representing that he furnished 
certain beef, in 1851, for the use of the Indians in 
California, for which he has never received any 
compensation, and praying that a law may be 


| passed authorizing the settlementof his accounts 


therefor, upon principles of equity and justice. If 
move that itbe referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; and as it gives a very succinct account of 


| a matter of great importance to him, and requires 
/immediate attention, | move, also, that it be 
| printed. 


| tionar 


Both motions were agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred documents in support of 
the claim of Sarah Morey, late the wife of James 
Morey, a soldier in the revolutionary war, for a 
pension, submitted an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill to 
amend the act approved August 31, 1852, entitled 
‘*Au act making further provision for the satis- 
faction of Virginia land warrants,’’ reported it 
back without amendment, together with a report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom were referred five petitions of widows of 
officers of the Army who have died in the service 
since the war with Mexico, praying to be allowed 
half pay for five years, asked to be discharged 
from their further consideration, on the ground 
that a general bill had already been reported, 
which would embrace all their cases. It was so 
ordered. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Officeand Post Roads, to whom 
were referred a bill to establish a line of steamships 
from San Francisco, via the Sandwich Islands, to 
Shanghai, in China, and also a bill to provide for 
the transportation of the United States maiis, in 
steamships, between San Francisco, California, 
via the Sandwich Islands, and China, and for 
other purposes, to report them back with an 
amendment in the form of a substitute. I am 


also instructed by that committe to say that, on ’ 


Monday next, during the morning hour, they will 
ask for the consideration of the bills. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam directed by the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was 
referred a bill to provide for the transportation of 
the mails of the United States upon railroads, to 
report it back with an amendment. As th 
very important bill, I desire to give notice that at 
an early day I intend, during the morning hour, 
if convenient at no other time, to ask for it the 
consideration of the Senate. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK, from the Committee on 
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Military Affairs, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Jesse D. Carr, a sutler in the second regi- 
ment of Tennessee volunteers, in the war with 
Mexico, praying compensation for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy on the 24th of February, 
1847, asked to be discharged from its further con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives, to provide 
for the construction of a military road from Great 


a - - — 





Salt Lake City, in the Territory of Utah, to the | 


enstern boundary of the State of California, re- 
ported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to provide for the continuation of the 
military road from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburgh, 
in Oregon, reported it back without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the payment of the civil officers 
employed in the Territory of New Mexico, while 


under military government, reported it back with- 


out amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives to authorize the Secretary of War to 
settle and adjust the expenses of the Rogue River 
Indian war, reported it back without amendment. 

Lie also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, to refund to the Territory of Utah the 
expenses incurred by said Territory in suppressing 
Indian hostilities, reported it back without amend- 
ment. 

Lie also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution of the Senate, directing 
them to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
the States to return the flint-lock guns distributed 
by the law of 1808, to the Government, and take 
others in their stead, asked to be discharged from 
its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill from the House of Repre- 
sentatives providing for the distribution of arms 
to the several States and Territories, reported it 
back without amendment. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on | 


Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Catharine Dickerson, widow of John Dickerson, 
a revolutionary soldier, praying a pension under 
the act of 1838, submitted a report, accompanied 
by a bill for her relief; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. The report was ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the me- 
morial of Phineas M. Nightingale, legal repre- 
sentative of General Nathaniel Greene, praying 
indemnity for losses sustained by General Greene 
becoming security for an Army contractor in the 
Revolution, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill for his relief; which was read,’and passed 
to a second reading. 
be printed. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the bill to regulate navigation to the coast 
of Africa,in vessels owned by citizens of the United States, 
in certain cases, be printed. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. SUMNER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill making 
a grant of land warrants to the State of Massa- 
chusetts to aid in the construction of a tunnel 
under the Hoosac mountain, and providing for 
the conveyance of mails, troops, and munitions of 


war through the same free of toll; which was_ 


read a first and second time by its title, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Public Lands. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. Mr. President, I present 
the petition of two thousand nine hundred citizens 
of the State of Massachusetts, asking, in the most 
brief and direct terms possible, for the repeal of 
the law known as the fugitive slave law of 1850. 
This petition is signed by persons of all profes- 
sions and occupations, principally from the city 
of Boston and its vicinity. It is subscribed also 


‘by a large number of persons who have been in | 
favor of the compromise measures of 1850. By || satisfactory to the corporations of Georgetown 


reason of the altered position of those questions, | 


on account of the passage of the Nebraska and 


| 


Kansas bill of the present session, they have come | 


to Congress with this petition for the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law. I ask, sir, that it may be re- 


ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, which, | 


I believe, is the appropriate committee. 

Mr. DIXON. I hope the vote will not be taken 
now on the proposition to refer the petition, which 
has just been presented by the Senator from Mas- 


sachusetts, to the Committee on the Judiciary. | | 


desire myself to make some remarks upon the 
proposition which is contained in it, and.l know 
that there are some other Senators here who de- 
sire also to be heard upon it. 
consideration will be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. ROCKWELL. I have no objection. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the further consideration of the petition will be 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. 1 would suggest that the pe- 
tition take the ordinary course, and be referred 
now. 

Mr. SEWARD. Let it lie over until to-mor- 
row. A Senator wishes to speak on it. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be objection, the 
Chair will put the question on the motion of the 
Senator from Kentucky, to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. Iam very anxious to give 


I hope its further | 





and Washington. The town of Georgetown 


| tended to be a temporary arrangement, shall » 


the Senator from Kentucky every opportunity to | 


discuss the question, but it seems to me the natural || 


course with regard to this petition, is to refer it 
according to.the motion of my colleague. 

Mr. DIXON. 
I merely wish to have the question on it post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


| ALEXANDRIA AND WASHINGTON RAILROAD. 


Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I am instructed 
by the Committee on the District of Columbia to 


| report back the bill authorizing the extension of 


| District of Columbia. 


South. 


| railroad. 


the Alexandria and Washington railroad into the 
| am directed by the same 
committee to ask that the Senate will, by unani- 
mous consent, consider and pass the bill now, 
the great object being to get legislation upon the 
subject at this session, in order that this road may 
be constructed. 

I will say to the Senate, in a few words, that 
there is now, as is probably known to most gen- 
tlemen here, a continuous railroad communication 
between Alexandria, which lies six or seven miles 
below Washington, and the city of Richmond, in 
Virginia, and from Richmond to the extreme 
This interval of six or seven miles be- 
tween Alexandria and Washington is the only 
part of the communication between the North and 
South that is now required to be filled up by a 


session, granted a charter to construct a road 
from the town of Alexandria to pees to be 
designated, opposite to the city of Washington; 


and I am informed that the company formed 


The report was ordered to 


under that charter has obtained the means, and is 
prepared to construct a road. But to construct a 


| road to terminate on the opposite side of the river, 


opposite to the city of Washington, would not be 
by any means to form an intercourse by railroad 
between the town of Alexandria and the northern 
cities,or between the extreme South and the extreme 
North. That en therefore, asks permis- 
sion, by this bill, to lay a temporary sibel deuoes 
the Long Bridge, as it is called, and from the Long 


I do not object to the reference; | 


The Legislature of Virginia, at its last | 


Bridge a like temporary railroad through the city | 


of Washington to connect with the depot of the | 


Baltimore and Washington railroad, in this city, 
to pass through such streets in the city, and to 
construct their depot in such a place as the authori- 


| ties of the city of Washington may agree upon. 


I am further informed, and believe, that if this 
bill is passed at this session of Congress, that road, 
which will be but six or seven miles long, will be 
completed by the close of the year. It is there- 
fore desirable that the law should be passed. 

1 would further state to the Senate that, although 
this charter was granted at the last session of the 
Legislature of Virginia, during the last winter, 
the presentation of this bill has been delayed up 
to this time, because the Virginia company have 
been endeavoring to get some bill agreed upon in 
the Mouse of Representatives, which would be 
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es 


. . l 
seems, is opposed even to laying a seintnekee 


track across the Long Bridge, or to bringing in th 
road to the city of Washington; but the committes 
of the House of Representatives at last enreed 
upon a bill which they are prepared to report i 
that House as soon as the rules of the House will 
permit the report to be made. The bil! which | 
now report back to the Senate from the Commit. 
on the District of Columbia is a copy of tha 
House bill. = 

The bill proposes further that this, which js jn. 
; ot 
be understood to commit the action of Congres 
in any way as to any future structure that may 
be authorized across the Potomac river, by which 
& permanent communication can be had betwee, 
the North and South. Itis, so far as the Passage 
of the river is concerned, strictly temporary jn jt, 
character. 

Now, with all my respect for the town of George. 
town, which is really very great, I cannot but con. 
sider it a little unreasonable in that town that jt 


| should object to this temporary arrangement under 


the apprehension—for it seems to be under tha 
apprehension alone—that if this temporary track 


_ be laid upon the existing Long Bridge, it will give 


some air of durability to that bridge. The Lone 
Bridge has been there for more than forty years. 
It has been a source of serious annoyance and of 
serious injury and loss to the town of Georgetown, 
and yetit remains. Whether it will ever be deemed 


| wise, on the part of Congress, to remove it, [ do 


not know; but | am sure the Senate will agree with 
me that it would beextremely unwise to defer this 
most important communication between the North 
and South until we can decide between the District 


| cities as to whether that bridge shall remain or not, 


| committee. 


‘This ‘bill was read twice, and referred to the 
I now report it back without amend- 


| ment, and ask that it be put upon its passage. At 
| the same time, at the request of the Mayor of 
| Georgetown, I ask leave to present a memorial on 
| the subject, and to have it read with the bill. 


There being no objection, the Senate, as in 


' Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 


the bill. It proposes to authorize the Alexandria 
and Washington Railroad Company, incorpo- 


rated by the Legislature of Virginia, on the 27th 
of February, 1854, to construct a railroad from 


Alexandria to Washington, to extend their road 


from any point on the Virginia side of the Poto- 


mac river into the District of Columbia, and to 


| lay their railroad track or tracks over the Potomac 


| bridge, and up to such point or points in the city 


of Washington, connecting with the Baltimore and 


| Washington railroad by the most direct and prac- 


ticable route, through such streets or avenues as 
the corporate authorities may provide, with the 
understanding that the permission thus granted 
may be revoked by Congress at pleasure, and is 
not to be considered as an expression of opinion 
by Congress that the present location of the Po- 
tomac bridge is the proper one. 

It further proposes to authorize the company 
to construct a bridge over the Potomac river, on 


| or above or west of the aqueduct of the Alexan- 


dria Canal Company, but if it be built on or over 
the piers of that aqueduct, it must be done with 


the consent of the Alexandria Canal Company, 


, and in constructing the bridge and crossing the 


Chesapeake and Ohio canal, the bridge and rail- 


| road shall be so constructed as not to injure or 


obstruct the use or navigation of the canal. 

It also authorizes the company to extend their 
road from the point where it shall cross the Po- 
tomac river, to such point or points within the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown as may be 
respectively approved of by the corporate author- 
ities of these cities, and makes other provisions 


| which are usual for carrying on the business of 


railroad corporations. 

Mr. MASON. At the request of the Mayor of 
Georgetown, I now ask that the memorial, to which 
I have referred, be read. 

The memorial was accordingly read. _ 

Mr.MASON. That memorial was put into my 


| hands a few moments before I reported the bill. 


looked into it, but did not read it through. _I learn 


‘| now for the first time its character, and I think 


that these gentlemen of Georgetown, who have 
signed it, when they come to reconsider what they 
have done, will find that they have done really #” 
unfortunate act—an act unfortunate to the interests 
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